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COMMENT ON OUR ADVERTISERS

JOHN NIEHAUS

ne of the reasons I attend York meets is to

visit with the organizations and individuals

who advertise in our newsletter. I will also
discuss our advertising fees and look for additional
advertisers. Sometimes, it works. Sometimes, it does
not.

I want to welcome a new advertiser, Little Steamers.
The new owner is Dale Radloff, his wife and son.
Little Steamers may be unfamiliar to you, but you
may wish to remember that name if you want Plas-
ticville reproduction parts that you previously pur-
chased from Barry King or Bob Persing. Barry
bought all of Bob Persing's Plasticville reproduction
parts a few years ago. Dale purchased Barry's inven-
tory from his wife upon Barry's passing away. Not
only did Dale purchase the inventory, but he also
bought the molds from Bob Persing. Dale is also a
big vintage American Flyer dealer.

Sue Shaw is co-owner of The Train Station in Moun-
tain Lakes, New Jersey. She and her husband have
been in the Orange Hall for several years. Sue was a
perennial participant in our PCA meetings at York.
She was conspicuously absent at the October show.
As I always wish to speak with our advertisers, I

sought her out and
asked about The
Train Station ad-
vertising in next
year's newsletters. N
She declined and =%
told me why. She
said that her hus-

band, David, caught a cold which turned into pneu-

monia, got sepsis, and passed away. She said she
would close the business after all outstanding orders
had been filled —my hat off to her for thinking of the
customers and not just issuing refunds.

It was nice to pick up one business card advertiser
($12 for the year) but sad to lose a half-page one ($48
for the year. Advertising allows us to pay a web
developer to put our newsletters on the website. If
you know of someone you think might be an adver-
tising  candidate, please
secretary@plasticvilleusa.org, and I will send our
advertising rate information. We cannot do it with
donations only as they are nowhere adequate to

email me at

cover the web developer's fees - which are reason-
able - but still an expense.

Published quarterly by the Plasticville Collectors Association.
President: Joe Kutza
Webmaster: John L. Niehaus

The Villager

Vice President: Frank Ross

www.plasticvilleusa.org
Secretary/Treasurer: John L Niehaus
Newsletter Editor: Matthew Harvazinski

All content © copyright by The Plasticville Collectors Association. Content may not be reproduced in part or in whole without the express written
consent of the Plasticville Collectors Association. Contact secretary@plasticvilleusa.org for reprint permission and advertising rates or by USPS
mail at PCA, 601 SE Second Street, Ankeny, Iowa 50021-3207



www.plasticvilleusa.org
mailto:secretary@plasticvilleusa.org
mailto:secretary@plasticvilleusa.org

Thinking of Selling Your Trains?
WE ARE A FULL SERVICE AUCTION CO.

Coast To Coast, We Do The Most!

Willing To Travel & Do All Aspects of Selling Your Collection
Carefully Packing, Hauling, Professional Cataloging
& Marketing Your Trains.

BENEFITS OF SELLING AT AUCTION
ARE THAT WE ARE WORKING FOR YOU.
Our Experience Has Shown That Opposed To Selling Privately,
Our Auction Results Are Often More Than Double!

QUICK CONSIGNOR PAYMENT FOLLOWING SALE.

ALWAYS ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE COLLECTION
HO e Prewar e Post War Lionel ¢ American Flyer e Ives o LGB
Modern Era of Numerous Manufacturers
Plasticville & Other Accessories
WE ALSO SELL TOYS, RAILROADIANA, AUTOMOBILIA
& RELATED ITEMS.

A Lifetime Of Experience

Visit Us
TED MAURER: Auctioneer - TCA# 66-1613 »
BOB HOMAN: Auctioneer - TCA# 15-71045 In The
JOHN HUMS: Auctioneer - TCA# 17-73048
RUSS MULLER: Cataloging Team - TCA# 87-24627 Orange Hall
GARY SCHOENLY: General Manager - TCA# 10-65778 At The
JARED SCHOENLY: Proprietor - TCA# 12-67424 TCA York Meets

“Service Beyond Our Years”

Call 800 789-5068 or
610 587-8139
Auction Co. # AY002122

Check www.CabinFeverAuctions.com
For Details, Photos and to be placed on our Email List for Upcoming Events.




EDITOR’S COLUMN

his newsletter is running late! There is always so
I much to do between Thanksgiving and Christmas
that the time just flies by. Hopefully, you are enjoy-
ing a well-earned holiday break as you peruse this edition
of The Villager. This issue marks the ten-year mark for me
as serving as the editor. Combined with John Niehaus’
prior 13 years as editor, we are now ready to enter our 24t
year! To keep the Newsletter a success, we need your
continued contributions. This year we had a few new
regular editors, Andy Zola and Jim Bennett, as well as our
usual contributors, Don Huovinen, Ed Berg, John Nie-
haus, and me. In this issue, we have a column by a former
regular contributor, John Gottcent. Please thank everyone
who has contributed this year (and prior years) and con-
sider adding your name to the list of regular or semi-
regular contributors.

YORK REPORT,

JOHN L.

We had less participation in the
holiday layout photo collection
than I had hoped. Please snap a
photo of your layout before you
take it down and send it in for
inclusion in next year's Decem-

ber issue. Smartphone cameras

have come a long way and produce great images; no
special camera is needed to take production-quality pho-
tos.

Until next time, enjoy!
Matt Harvazinski, The Villager Editor

villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org

OCTOBER 2024

NIEHAUS

Association, was held at 11:00 AM on Friday, Octo-
ber 18, in the Orange Hall meeting room. There
was a total of 16 attendees, including this writer. Three of
the attendees brought unusual or rarely seen items. All

The meeting, sponsored by the Plasticville Collectors

who attended were given a pen with the PCA's name on
it in some manner. They also got a ticket to be entered in
the door prize drawing. More on the door prizes later.

Jim Farace passed around an HO HO-350 boxed set,
which included HO theaters in two different colors: gray
walls with a white roof and white walls with a salmon
roof. He also showed an HO Suburban Station with the
roof signs printed with the word "Hershey" instead of
"Plasticville. " This piece would have been included in a
Hershey-named Bachmann train set.

HosBY HAVEN

2575 86™ STREET
URBANDALE, lowa 50322
(515) 276-8785
(515) 252-0112 FAX
(800) 697-1213 Out OF TOowN
http://www.hobbyhaven.com

The editor of the Plasticville Collectors Association news-
letter presented a piece of light-yellow picket fence. It was
noted that this fence was also made in a pastel green. They
were made before Bachmann used the name Plasticville
for the same fence in white. Both colors were produced
and sold in plain brown boxes with either YELLOW or
GREEN rubber stamped on one end of the box. Neither
color was ever marketed under the Plasticville name.

He also presented three fire trucks in various shades of
red. They ranged from an almost translucent red to a very
dark, non-translucent red. The color of pieces of the same
design, fire trucks, autos, and roofs varied over the years.
The only criteria seem to be if two or more pieces, such as
a fire truck, were included in an item that the colors had
to match. A prime example of varied colors of a single

SOMMERFELD'S TRAINS

12620 W. Hampton Ave. @ Butler, WI 53007

JACK MATT LEE
/T BUY @ SELL @ TRADE gr
N~ genice Station #7 Repair Cente T

TOY TRAINS ¢ MODEL TRAINS ¢ OLD TOYS

Tues.-Thurs. 10-6 Geg O ..S e HO @ N ..Z Scales

gmtja{! 13 - g REPAIRS and UPGRADES
aturday .

Sunday (Nov-Dec) 11 - 4 (262) 783-7797

Monday closed FAX (262) 783-9815

www.sommerfelds.com e-mail: Questions@sommerfelds.com
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item is the School House roof, which is generally a shade
of gray but can vary from white to dark gray.

Gary Remally presented a collection of clear pieces that
were not marketed as such. The key piece was a fighter jet
from the Interceptor Squadron and other airport sets.
When viewing the plane as well as a section of tree it was
noticed that there was a tiny hint of white in some places
in both pieces. The presentation of these items precipitat-
ed a short discussion on how the old bead-type ejection
molding machines were purged of color by this writer.

An attendee asked if Bachmann had production records
from early Plasticville production. I offered to contact
Bachmann to determine if the records still exist. I also
stated that it would be very fortunate if any records from
50 — 70 years ago still exist.

Door prizes: I brought three and was pleasantly surprised
when I was presented with a donation of three sets of Bill
Nole’s King Plasticville Shrubs to be awarded as well as
what I had brought. The three prizes that I bought were
the last of the Plasticville Collectors Association T-shirts,
medium size. This shirt was one of the very first to be
offered with the possessive instead of the collective word
Collector’s as part of the Association name. There was also
a collection of seven Plastic Village Gazette magazines,
including the first and last editions. These were an attempt
by an entrepreneur to establish a plastic village subject
magazine like the model railroad magazines. It lasted only
twelve issues. The last door prize was a 10th Anniversary
PCA Dairy Barn in a heavily damaged box. The contents
were still factory-sealed.

But what about the meet? All I can say is that one needs to
be aware of the current prices of items before venturing
into the various buildings. I saw exceptionally well-priced
items as well as “Are you kidding me?” prices. I bought a
clean and undamaged Bungalow in a rock-solid box for
$5. I purchased a Union Station in a box with the red and
white box for the same price. There were quite a few
reasonably priced boxed sets. One dealer had some small-
er boxed sets that included the inside trays for around $35.

Now for the “are you kidding me?” prices. I saw a very
nice-looking Countryside Farm box on one table. I already
have two of these sets, but I was curious. The dealer had a
price of $135 on it! I asked him why he had it priced that
high, and he informed me that it was “extremely rare.”
There were other high prices, such as a $55 Cape Cod and

a $40 Ranch House with a light blue roof and trim with
white sides.

Overall, you could probably find just about any single
piece for which you were willing to pay your desired price.

One thing that I did notice was the absence of many of the
"heavy hitters" who have had a significant presence at
York shows in the past. I was told that Lionel decided to
have a presence at Comic-Con in New York City. They
were probably the most prominent company absent. Atlas
Model Railroad had a tiny booth. Nothing like they would
have had a few years ago. They did not even have a
layout. Miller Engineering, the makers of the LIGHT
WORKS neon signs, was not there. They used to have a
large booth in the orange hall with many of their most
recent signs actively displayed. If you have been to York
in the last few years, you may remember the enormous
booth that Woodland Scenics had, which covered back-to-
back ends of two aisles. I missed the shaky conductor that
greeted visitors to their area. Diecast Direct always had a
nice-sized booth showcasing some of their larger prod-
ucts. They were not there either. TW Trainworx has not
been there for a while, and neither has Mianne, the bench-
work people. It seems that the more prominent companies
in our hobby are eschewing the York shows and that the
shows are progressing to becoming nothing more than a
typical weekend train meet.

Lionel ¢ Plasticville - American Flyer

www.GarysTrains.com

GARY’S TRAINS

BUY « SELL - REPAIR

Gary Mosholder
gtrains186@gmail.com
Davidsville PA 15928
814-341-8717

The Villager is looking for new contributors. Contact the edi-
tor to find out how to participate and share your knowledge.
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CHOOSE FROM LIONEL'S ASSORTMENT OF
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CoMMUNITY UNIT

ANDY ZOLA

The VU-4 is commonly called the Community Unit

since there is no production number on the Plas-

ticville U.S. A. unit. This was produced no later
than 1949 and apparently for only one year. It could have
been made in 1948, but I am just guessing as I am unaware
of any info from 1948 regarding Plasticville items. The box |
is a dull yellow lift-off box. In my opinion, this is one of
only two boxes that Plasticville made that did not have a
printed production number on it. Can you guess what the =
other box was? Answer later in the article. B

In checking my Canadian Plasticville boxes, I found a
similar-sized box but in a white color. It has a torn paper
label on the top of the box that appears to have the VU-4
printed. See the following three pictures. The only other
Plasticville box without a printed production number is
the Autumn Tree Assortment, which had a sticker with
the number printer on it.

JOSEPH L. MANIA
Toy Train Reproductions
and Restorations

JLM TRAINS, L.L.C.

17 Douglas Rd.
Freehold, NJ 07728
(732) 303-8299
www.JLMTRAINS.com
JOE@JLMTRAINS.com




PLASTICVILLE
ORIGINAL PARTS

Large, Small, Solid Color and Marbled Pieces

Original window inserts for most buildings
Lights for Schoolhouses, Police Stations, and Banks
Windows, Doors, and Garage doors for every building
Chimneys for Suburban Stations, Cape Cods, and Ranch Houses
Smokestacks and Antennas for most buildings including Factories
Jewels for Turnpike Interchanges, Signal Bridges, and Block Signals
Chimney Corners, Caps, Sirens, and Antennas for Police and Fire Stations
Gas pumps, Oil Racks, and Pump Islands for all Gas Stations
Patio roofs, Floors and Posts for Two Story Houses
Chimney Halves, Sides, and Caps for most houses
Stairways and Front Walkways for Switch Towers
Stools, Signs, and Front Counters for Frosty Bars
Fence Sections and other parts for Cattle Pens
Front Steps and Awnings for many buildings
Front Porches for New England Ranchers
Railings for Factories and Union Stations
Weathervanes for most buildings

Many more original parts.
Marx, Littletown, Skyline, K-Line also available

Send your want list to:
johnin@netins.net

or mail to: Member:
Pville Parts Plasticville Collectors Association
601 SE Second St Train Collectors Association

Ankeny, lowa 50021-3207 Lionel Collectors Club of America



K-LINE PARK ASSORTMENT

DoNALD W. HUOVINEN

he K-Line Park Assortment items were most com-

I monly found as components of K-4186 Park As-
sortment, Photo 1. However they were also
included as components of other accessories. The K-4186
Park Assortment was one of K-Line’s initial offerings,

appearing in the 1981 catalog. It would last be shown in
the 1996 Traditional Catalog.

o B

Photo 1

The Park Assortment is a collection of one of each of three
different sets of accessories originally included with Marx
Buildings: Police and Fire Station Accessories, Colonial
House Accessories, and School House Accessories. K-Line
also included these accessories as components of some of
their buildings as well.

Photo 2

Xlﬂllf:gj

The Police and Fire Station Street Accessories consist of 10
small accessories (Photo 2). The accessories are:

1. Lamp post. The sign on the post reads “ASH”

2. Street sign. The signs on the post read “ELM” and
I/OAKII.

Parking meter
Police call box
Mail box

“FIRE ZONE sign
“STOP” sign

® N o O B @

Trash can

9. Bench
10. Fire hydrant

When these accessories were included in the Park Assort-
ment, they were overwhelmingly molded in red although
they occasionally are found in blue. These accessories
were also included as components of three other K-Line
items: the K-4182 20 Street Lights and 20 Street Accesso-
ries, the K-4041 Police Station, and the K-4091 Firehouse.
When included in the K-4182 20 Street Lights and 20 Street
Accessories the accessories were normally red but can also
be found in silver. As part of the K-4041 Police Station, the
accessories were always red. As part of the K-4091 Fire-
house, the accessories were red except for the Firehouse
included in the JC Penny K-4000-JCP building set shown
in the 1990 JC Penny Christmas catalog. In the latter case
the accessories were blue.

The Colonial House Accessories consist of 6 small accesso-
ries (Photo 3). They are:

1. Table with pole and umbrella shade
Pool

Lawn lounge chair

2

3

4. Lawn chair
5. Lawn bench
6

Slide
Photo 3

Ob“d

When these accessories were included in the Park Assort-

ment they are a combination of white and yellow pieces or
white and green pieces. Marx had included these accesso-
ries as part of their Colonial House however curiously
they were not included in K-Line’s K-4050 Colonial
House. 5 of the 6 accessories were included in K-Line’s
K-412001 Ranch House w/figures and accessories. The
slide was not included. This accessory was part of K-
Line’s Trackside Collection shown in the 2003 First Edi-
tion through the 2005 First Edition, The accessories were
painted green.



The School House Accessories consist of 7 accessories
(Photo 4). They are:

1. Slide

Sled

Bike rack
Bicycle
Swing Set

2
3
4.
5
6. Monkey bars
7

Water fountain

b

When these accessories were included in the Park Assort-
ment all were molded in the same color which could have
been red, black, silver or orange. K-Line did include these
accessories as part of K-4061 School and Playground.
When included with the School these accessories have
been observed in red, silver, cream, and orange. The ac-
cessories were also included in K-406101 School w/figures
& accessories. This also was part of K-Line’s Trackside

Photo 4

Collection. All of the accessories were painted a variety of
colors.

When first issued the Park Assortment was packaged on
a shrink wrapped white card. The items were stacked on
top of one another so it was not possible to see what you
were actually getting. Photo 5. To correct this the items
were then spread out on a larger shrink wrapped card.
Photo 6 shows the identical items on the larger card. This
card is obviously a much better presentation. It should be
noted that it is not at all unusual to find fewer items than
expected, especially when packaged on the shrink
wrapped cards. Later the items would be packed in the
Type 13 box. This box has a large paper sticker on it which
correctly illustrates the items included, as shown in Photo
7. Unfortunately the buyer could not know what color
combinations were included without opening the box.
Finally the Park Assortment was packaged in a Type 1A
Header Bag (Photo 8). The header card notes that there are
26 items. To reach this count K-Line must have counted
the pole and umbrella shade separate from the table and
counted the swings separate from the swing structure.

10

park Assortment

A K

|

MDK, Inc. Chapel Hill, NC 27514 Photo 51

As always I welcome your additions, corrections or com-
ments. This is a work in progress and if you are interested
in K-Line buildings and wish to assist please e-mail me at
dhuov@aol.com.

" Photo7

020 K‘lINE ACCESSORIES
O AND O-27 GAUGE
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“0” and 0-27 gauge

ACCESSORIES

Photo 8

Photo 6
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APARTMENT HOUSE; MY FAVORITE STRUCTURE

JIM BENNETT

here are several structures in the Plasticville O/S
I lineup that I would describe as impressive. The
ones that catch your eye and stand out amongst
others. This elite group (in my opinion only, mind you)
would include the Cathedral, Airport Administration
Building, Town Hall, Union Station, Coaling Station, Hos-
pital with furniture and the Apartment House mated with
several Add-A-Floors. Of this group, the Apartment
House/Add-A-Floor is my favorite, and it is imposing
when several “Add-A-Floors” are stacked up. I love add-
ing floors to my Plasticville Apartment House; the more,
the merrier! It looks so majestic, soaring into the sky and
towering over the rest of Plasticville like a colossal behe-
moth standing watch over its brood. It draws the attention
of all who view it. (Photo 1)

The Apartment House was originally a Littletown concept
introduced on page 12 of their (never distributed)
1956/1957 catalog as the LT 390 Two Story Apartment
House with Chairs (Photo 2). Also on that page was the LT
116 Single Story Unit (i.e. Add-A-Floor). Littletown never
manufactured these entities as this was the time frame in
which Bachmann bought them out. They must, however,
have produced a prototype because on page 36 of the July
1956 issue of Model Trains magazine, under the heading
of “Model Railroad Equipment Review,” there was a pho-
tograph of the Apartment House and the erroneously
identified Suburban Bank (it was the LT 400 Motel Office)
by Banner Plastics (Photo 3). The review also mentioned
additional floors for the Apartment. If you look closely at
photo 3, you will notice that the roof only covers the main
front facade of the Apartment, and a separate, smaller roof
covers the protruding entryway. In the artist's rendition
depicted in the catalog (Photo 2), the roof covers the pro-
truding entryway and provides an overhang for the balco-
nies below it. Once Bachmann got ahold of it, they must
have changed the die for the roof by increasing its width
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so that it covered the entryway, thus eliminating the
smaller roof piece.

First appearing in the Plasticville lineup by Bachmann in
1958 as the #1907 Apartment House and the #1503 Apart-
ment House Add-A-Floor, the Apartment House came in

d; floor

a type 5B box and the ;,; «uuigs versjons

Add-A-Floor in a type i} ""“‘P an 3".\'(..(.';"
5A box. The Apart—l‘me"&"‘;no l‘A'mtrlcnn u\.t‘l I"‘ﬂll:: lln'|ltl‘t:::':
ment House had tan' . REREEE . e £7e 70 o
walls with maroon bal-
conies and doors. The
flower beds, portico,
roof, antennas, roof
bulkhead, chaise
lounge, and chair were
all white. The Add-A-
Floor had tan walls
with maroon balconies

Banner Plastics. Pictured
and doors. (Photo 4) buildin,

' gs, one an apartment,

ban bank. The apartment
that more floors may be
. Made of colorful plastic,

King Manufacturing | ¢ pois
ily assem in minutes.

introduced its version
of the Apartment
House (#0500) and the Add-A-Floor (#0550) in 1985. They
distributed 3,500 Apartment Houses in red with buff trim



and 1,500 in brown with buff trim. Thankfully, Kings also
manufactured 6,000 Add-A-Floors; 4,200 in red and 1,800
in brown. These were the last run of Add-A-Floors to be
manufactured, as Bachmann has not reissued them to date
(2024). Both items were packaged in Kings’ thick, sturdy,
corrugated boxes that have proved very durable over the
years. These type 10 boxes featured a photograph of only
the brown Apartment House or brown Add-A-Floor. To
differentiate the brown and red structures inside the box,
the color was rubber-stamped on the side of the box.
(Photo 5)

PHOTO 5

FRONT VIEW’

Capitalizing on the popularity of the King reissues, Bach-
mann reissued the Apartment House as #65-1963 in 1987
in the flimsy type 11A box with a photograph of the
Apartment House on the box top. The colors were red
with a buff roof and trim, just like the King version. Inter-
estingly, the top of the box touted “for use with all HO
scale layouts,” and directly under that declaration, it stat-
ed, “O Scale.” In 1992, the item number was changed to
45963 with a type 11B box. (Photo 6)

A built-up version of the Apartment House (#45315) was
released in 2006 in a see-through, vacuum-formed plastic
case surrounded by a framed cardboard exterior. The
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coloring on this structure is very aesthetic with burgundy
walls; gray roof, portico, balconies, and flower beds; silver
doors, windows, and antennas; the roof bulkhead is two-
tone with brown sides and a gray roof; yellow chaise
lounge and chair. The antennas, chair, and chaise lounge
are not glued on. (Photo 7)

Bachmann item #45980 was first released in 1997 in a type
12A box and is still in the Bachmann Plasticville O-Scale
lineup as of their 2024 catalog. The box for this structure
comes in two different styles: predominantly blue (type
12A box) or predominantly green (type 12B box). The one
I removed brand new from my type 12A blue box was
brown with a shade of dark tan trim (on a color chart, a
color called “Chamoisee” was the closest match I could
find), and the one I removed from the type 12B green box
was brown with cream trim (Photo 8). If anyone reading

Daily 12 -8
Sat. 10-5
Sun. - Call

T-RAIN
STEAT-IGON =

8\
BtV 283 East County Line Road
Tel: 215-322-5182 Hatboro, PA 19040
Fax: 215-322-5227 www.JoesTrainStation.com
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this also has the dark tan trim (or any other color), please
e-mail the Editor, as this is the first I have heard of this
color variant. (see Photo 9 for color comparison)

So, if you want to add something impressive and eye- : i
catching to your Plasticville Empire (Photo 10), you can gl - i & : e-'tm.».
still buy the brand-new brown Apartment House from : . . — '
Bachmann or obtain the tan, red, or brown versions,

which frequently appear on eBay. If you want the Add-A-

Floor, they also intermittently appear on eBay.

AMERICAN FLYER

=" BILLBOARDS & =

CIwWn

'9‘\. BILLBOARDS .. .
BILLBOARDS

SELECT FROM OVER 500 DESIGNS

The entire collection can be seen on Dropbox at
https://bit.ly/49HTKo3 (type the link into your browser)
Then to order, send an email to lusmaadeal@gmail.com indicating the
number(s) of the signs you want, along with the quantity and size
Forexample: 1 #458 Large or 1 #222 Small and 1 #222 Large

The price is only $1.00 per sign
Shipping is only $4.00,
no matter how many you buy
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SELLING VIGNETTES

JOHN GOTTCENT

s we age, a word that appears more and more
often in our vocabularies is “downsize.” For us
hobbyists, that often means having to sell off

items we’ve spent years collecting and working on.

This process is made even more painful by two factors: the
declining monetary values of classic Plasticville items, and
the declining interest in those items on the part of younger
hobbyists who are more intrigued by larger, more realis-
tic, often operational accessories like those marketed by
Menards.

There’s not much we can do about the former, but what
about the latter? How can we dress up our tables at the
next train show to attract and engage more customers?

Photo 1

I started by asking myself “what is it that most attracts
visitors who look at my layout?” The answer seemed
clear: not the trains, not the buildings, not the landscap-
ing, but the vignettes: little scenes from daily life with
which I'd tried to pepper my plastic village. Perhaps it
was a simple scene of a man mowing his lawn while his
dog followed him around. Or a groups of kids enjoying
themselves at a local playground. Or some tykes looking
on in anticipation as the ice cream truck pulls up on a hot
summer day.

What if, I asked myself, I brought some of those scenes to
my train show tables and offered them for sale at a reason-
able price? Would that draw people in, as it does at my
home layout? Would some of those people not only pur-
chase the vignettes, but also hang around to look at, and
perhaps buy, other things from my inventory?

I started simply, with 2 tennis players volleying over a net
I put together from 2 plastic posts and a piece of mesh. I
added a few “tennis balls” from carefully wadded up
pieces of white paper (Photo 1). I attached these pieces to
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Photo 2

a plastic container with rubber cement, so they would stay
in place during the show but be easily removable for a
customer who wanted to rearrange them into his or her
home layout.

Then I put together some summer furnishings, this time
presenting them in a clear plastic container for easy view-
ing (Photo 2).

Next I decided to get a little more elaborate, adding some
greenery and even a trash can to a scene of a woman
hanging out her laundry. The clotheslines are made from
plastic posts inserted into rubber washers, with the lines
themselves fashioned out of flower wire (Photo 3). Again,
everything was fastened down with easily removable
rubber cement, combining temporary stability with the
chance for customers to rearrange things quickly at home.

Finally, I built another sports scene showing 2 budding
NBA players practicing their skills at a nearby park (or
driveway) while a third, younger, player looks on long-
ingly for his chance to shoot. A bench and a dumpster
helped fill out the scene (Photo 4), I built the hoop itself
out of everyday odds and ends.

As you can see, these vignettes involve finding appropri-
ate human figures (nothing draws attention like a realistic



Photo 3

person engaging in some activity) supplemented by sim-
ple items you probably have in your spare parts drawer or
just lying about the house. I chose not to combine them
with complete buildings to emphasize their versatility,
but most could easily be connected to one or more plastic
structures. (The laundry woman might be packaged with
a cape cod house, for instance, or the basketball players
with a school building yard.) For transportation to and
from shows, I placed the vignettes in plastic containers
such as those that came with your last order of Chinese
take-out. I found that white containers work best to show
off your items. Many of them come with clear snap-on
tops for added security.

Photo 4

So far I've brought these vignettes to one flea market and
immediately sold one of them. (I'll let you guess which
one went first!) But the others also attracted attention and
may well have led to a few other purchases. I'm planning
to bring more to my next train show.

If you're looking for ways to increase sales as you down-
size your collection, try using what attracts visitors to
your layout to attract customers to your sales tables.

LIONEL TRAINS

MOUNTAIN LAKES, NJ]

DIESEL SETS

The Train Station
— —— 12Romaine Road Direct dealer and
oagze‘:,":?:c :1"9., " Mountain Lakes NJ 07046 Authorized Lionel
3 Phone 973-263-1979 Service Station

www.Train-Station.com

Sign up for our weekly e-mail at info@train-station.com for sales, promotions, Lionel news, & Plasticville too!
Huge inventory of vintage and modern Lionel and MTH in stock.  We ship daily!

Find us at York every April & October in the ORANGE Hall,

David Shaw TCA #87.25439 Sue Shaw PCA# 14883
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NEWLY RELEASED

BOOK

OEVENTY

1s NOT 50 coon..

Sjgned copies available by UNLESS IT’S YOUR GOLF SCORE!
contacting The Under-
ground Railroad Shoppe.
$14.99 +
$ sea“f““"' ]
2 SHIPPING | - o0 umas
PA Residents add 6% sales tax ~| STILL HAVEN'T MET A TRAIN | DIDN'T LIKE ~

147\ c]l|a@gl The Underground

Railroad Shoppe
SIGNED COPIES OF FIRST 2 1906 Wilmington Road
BOOKS ALSO AVAILABLE: o\ Castle PA 16105

O | Never Met A (724) 652-4912
Train I Didn’t Like trainplum@yahoo.com

® Back in the Day We accept credit cards!

www.undergroundrrshop.com




Bill Nole PLASTICVILLE for Sale 319 Oak St., Dunmore PA 18512

570-343-2236 (Bill or Kim) E mail Address: pvmayor@cox.net
Plasticville Full Color Price Guide(Purple Cover) Over 100 pages and 90 plus color photos $30
Boxed Kits, Complete

0400 Mobile Home (Blue or Cream walls) $10 Mint 1607 Fire Dept W/ DARK GREY SIREN$75
0500 King Apartment House (Brown) $30 FH-4 Fire Dept W/LIGHT GREY SIREN $75
0550 King Add A Floor (Brown or Red) $8 each 3/$20 1618 TV Station with RARE DOOR Decal 95
1975 Autumn Trees Mint on sprues $275 1914 School with RARE RED Vane $95

2413 Poplar Trees (same as 1409) on sprues $40 PO1 Post Office $25

2614 Shade Trees MINT $55 1624 House Under Construction $30

1987 Barn Scenic Classic $18 Mint 1804 Greenhouse, $30

1983 Colonial Mansion Scenic Classic $20 Mint 1923 Roadside Stand $20 Mint

1984 Colonial Church Scenic Classic $25 Mint 1504 Trailer $30

45985 LCCA Air Admin Bldg Orange/Blue, $20 Mint 45986 LCCA Hangar, $20 Mint

No Box Kits, Complete

Railroad Work Car $10, Suburban Station $8, Mobile Home (6 different colors) $12 ea or 6/$60

Barn $8, Hobo Shacks $15, School $10, Fire Department $10, Turnpike (green walls) $15

Diner $8, Colonial Mansion (red roof) $15, Colonial Church $15, King Add A Floor RED or BROWN,
SEALED $6 each

Accessories

2 Telephone Booths 1 White, 1 Blue $8, Outhouse (brown) $4, 2 RED Fire Trucks $10 per set, Street
Corner signs with original tags 6 for $8 24 Shrubs 3 each of 8 different colors $20, Green Bus, Green or
Yellow Ambulance $5 ea, BBQs 5/$10

PLASTICVILLE PARTS - $1.00 ea unless otherwise noted (Reproductions unless noted as original.)
Factory(#1988): original walls, brown platform, Union Station: original walls, roofs, canopies,
platforms, steps, Hobo Shacks: original walls & roof (brown or dark grey), original rear canopy $5
(brown or dark grey), original Roll Up $5, original Steps $5, Railroad work car: original walls & roof,
House Under Construction: shovel, rake, hoe, bucket, Hospital: desk chair, straight chair, 2 Story
House: porch post, Fire Dept: red chimney cap, Police Dept: green chimney cap, Cattle Pen: crossbar,
Turnpike: white lens holder, 2 lenses(Red or Green), Turnpike: white cone 4/$3, green sign $3, Post
Office: flag $5, Frosty Bar: stool $1, Sign $5

PLASTICVILLE PARTS - $1.50 ea (Reproductions unless noted as original.)

Airport: windsock, : CHIMNEY: Log Cabin, Switch Tower, Loading Platform, Watchman’s Shanty,
Suburban Station, Cape Cod, Ranch House, Factory: railing Colonial Mansion: half chimney, New
England Ranch: half chimney, ANTENNA: 2 story colonial, New England ranch, Police station, Police
Station: antenna base WEATHERVANE: Barn, School, Independence Hall, Hospital: siren, Fire
Department: siren, Barn caps, Church cross, Split Level downspouts, Watchman Shanty light, Bank:
large or small canopy, House Under Construction: sawhorse (3 pieces)

PLASTICVILLE BUILDING INSERTS $1.00/SET (Reproductions unless noted as original.)

Corner Store: original Hobby, News, or Sport, Factory: (#1988), original decal, Union Station: original
decal, Motel flowers, Large or Small Gas Station, Large or Small Supermarket, 5 & 10 Store, Hardware
Store, Post Office, Suburban Station: roof signs (2)

Plastic Village Gazette RARE Issue #1, $2 each, Issues 5 or 6, $1 each

Dealer inquiries welcome for Plasticville Guides and Plasticville parts listed above.
Shipping: Boxed Plasticville $7, No Box Plasticville $5, Parts, $4
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THE HUNT FOR VARIATIONS IX: SCENIC CLASSIC FARM IMPLEMENTS

MATTHEW HARVAZINSKI

he farm implement set was first introduced in 1956
as item number 1302. It contained a jeep, a hay

wagon with stakes, a tractor with a driver, a plow,
a pickup truck, and a harrow. There was a total of three

.. ) SCALE
colors used, yellow, red, and green. Most pieces had two LANDSCAPINGHIT
colors so there are a total of six sets to make. The Scenic / ° FARM

Classic version, catalog number 1981, included the imple-
ments and the contents of set 1617 (farm buildings and
animals). The same colors were used for farm implements:
yellow, red, and green, but the colors are darker than their
1302 counterparts. What makes the Scenic Classic version
very difficult to collect is that a random assortment of
colors of the implements is included in each box. So, it will
likely take more than 6 sets to make the 6 complete sets of
implements!

BUILDINGS &
ANI

The photo below shows the six tractor combinations avail-
able to collect.

The next photo shows the complete set of yellow vehicles
with green accessories. The jeep in this photo should have
a green steering wheel. Notice that the pick-up truck is the
only item that should have a single color (excluding the
wheels which were always white).

The last photo shows a set of green vehicles with yellow
accessories. This jeep has the correct yellow steering wheel.

il .
) AT A
® o )

® S
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It's taken you decades to build the perfect collection
full of rare gems. You've brought model railroading to
perfection and your empire is the envy of all who see it.

Nothing is permanent though, not even the gleaming
treasure in your basement, and it's time to downsize to
the rarest of the rare and let the rest move on to anoth-
er collector.

With over 45 years of experience, Trainz makes it
easy to sell your collection. Save yourself the time and
frustration of photographing, listing, and shipping

your trains piece by piece by letting Trainz handle it

-6

“Trainz is a great one-stop shop.for bot k ?
buymg and sellmg trains” -Edw_gd. =

=

“I find their buying service is honest
with fair price offers.” -David _

for you. Don’t want to pack up your collection and
mail it in? We'll come to you. Don't trust your living
history with just anyone.

Chief Engineer Scott Griggs has been collecting
since 1975, and knows how important our shared
hobby is. Trainz has worked with thousands of collec-
tors over the years and we'll do our best to help
shepherd your collection to new owners.

Join David, Edward, and thousands of others by
asking Trainz to help sell your collection.

TRAINZGE

Chief Engineer Scott Griggs
www.trainz.com/pca | sellyourtrains@trainz.com | (866) 285-5840
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THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO PLASTICVILLE

ATTADILSYT( ), IOVINIA OLIAIN) DISSY1D) STTON TG

FTON T1Ig

Bill Nole’s Classic Guide to Vintage "O" Plasticville is a must-have for all Plasticville,
Lionel, American Flyer and Marx collectors. Long considered the definitive work on this
collectible category, Bill's book features an item-by-item look at every Plasticville O
gauge item ever created by Bachmann during the postwar period. In addition, the book
covers 50th anniversary releases, King Distributing Collector Series, Make’N'Play, Lionel
Plasticville, and much more. This new edition contains current values plus updates from

previous editions. Softcover, 204 pages, color. Order today!

VISIT PLASTICVILLEGUIDE.COM TO ORDER
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BACK IN THE BOX / A CONTINUING SERIES ON REPACKING PLASTICVILLE
1629 Bungalow

JOHN L. NIEHAUS

hat is usually broken on a bungalow? The
Wlights or the front arbor fence. Use the method
below to hopefully prevent either of these two
pieces from being broken. If the lights are installed I cau-
tion you to not attempt to remove them. Sadly, they are
inserted into a blind hole. One cannot see them on the

back side of the wall. Attempting to pull them out may
very well result on their breakage.

While I am at it: PUSH don't PULL. By that I mean that if
you can see a piece such as a light on the back of a school
house, bank, or any other piece slowly and carefully push
the piece out from the back. Odds are not in your favor if
you attempt to pull them out from the front.

Now let's get back to getting the Bungalow “Back In The
Box”. The method below was developed for when the
lights are installed but it will work with the lights unin-
stalled just as well.

Center the side wall with the door face up on the right
hand side of the box with its bottom touching the side of
the box as shown in. Be careful to ensure that the door is
closed.

Place the remaining side wall face up directly on top of the
already placed side wall as shown in photo 2.

———

Place the back wall face down over the side walls with its
bottom touching the side of the box as shown in photo 3.
Be careful to ensure that the door is closed.

Place the front wall face up on top of the back wall with its
bottom touching the side of the box as shown in photo 4.

Place the roof face up with its straight side touching the
left side of the box as shown in photo 5. There may be a bit
of it touching the gable ends of the side walls but that will
not be an issue.




Place the arbor fence face up on top of the front wall with
its bottom touching the side of the box as shown in photo
6. Take care that it does not rest on one of the lights.

e .

Place the chimney in the box as shown in photo 7. Place
the lights into the box at this time if they have not been
installed.

45622 PCA House - RARE

$70 + S&H

Contact:

JUST TRAINS OF DELAWARE, LLC

/“‘J

o I;”/ﬂl'l“:n

mattharvazinski@gmail.com

812 Interchange Blvd.
Newark, DE 19711
www.justrains.com

Plasticville Collectors Association Anniversary Pieces

20'™ Anniversary
264 total pieces made
$65 plus shipping

10*" Anniversary
240 total pieces made
$100 plus shipping

only 6 remaining
Items are from the Plasticville Collectors Association Archives
Proceeds will be used to support the continuation of the

Plasticville Collectors Association website at http://plasticvilleusa.org

Quantities are limited

All buildings are in their factory sealed packages

Contact: secretary@plasticvilleusa.org or mail to PCA, 601 SE Second St, Ankeny, lowa 50021
to arrange purchase and shipping

5" Anniversary
336 total pieces made
$85 plus shipping
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Orders (888) 453-9742
Store (302) 266-8063
Fax (302) 368-6447
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PRODUCT REVIEW

JOHN L. NIEHAUS

The Richmond Locomotive & Machine Works, Engine
of the Old Dominion, Nathan Vernon Madison, 192 pag-
es, softcover, 999 x 999 format, $23.99. Published by: The
History Press/Arcadia Publishing. Black & white photos,
maps, and advertisements throughout. Although this is a
History Press/Arcadia Publishing book, it mainly contains
text rather than other books I have reviewed in their
“Images” series.

This book contains the usual acknowledgments, introduc-
tion, notes, and index sections. It also contains a single
paragraph about the author. There are seven major chap-
ters.

The first chapter gives background history regarding the
Works, including a significant amount of information
regarding Tredegar Iron Works, which was the predeces-
sor of the Locomotive Works.

Chapter two continues the path towards the creation of
the Works with an in-depth history of the Tanner and
Delaney company. Tanner and Delaney had many trials
and tribulations, including at least one very destructive
fire. This chapter also discusses, with photos and adver-
tisements, what was known as pole roads and their
unique locomotives. Pole roads were unknown to me
until I read this book. A Google search brought up a few
videos of pole roads in action.

In the third chapter, we see the Works become an entity.
It was interesting to note that, as with other entities, there
was quite a bit of ousting and reorganizing before the
company's name changed from Tanner & Delaney to Rich-
mond Locomotive Works. During this time, the Works
also contracted to build engines for the U.S. Navy.

Now, we get to a chapter that surprised me. I was very
aware that the name ALCO was associated with locomo-
tives. What I did not realize was that ALCO was mostly
an aggregation of various locomotive works spread over
the Eastern US and Canada. Chapter four discusses the
changes made when the Works was acquired by ALCO in
1901 and how the physical plant was restructured to man-
ufacture munitions during WWI.

The remainder of the chapters notes how the Works start-
ed to decline after the end of the war. Photos in these
chapters show how some of the buildings were repur-
posed, including one that became a truck terminal and
then a multiplex cinema.

This book was quite interesting, with all of the little tidbits
of history found throughout. I was totally unaware of the
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pole roads and the
history related to AL-
CO in this book. Even
the Introduction has a |
tidbit of history of
which [ was unaware.
The first iron works
in North America
were in Virginia in
the early 1600s.

NATHAN VERNON MADISON

ENGINE OF
THE OLD DOMINION

This was a very inter-
esting book, and I rec-
ommend it if you are
interested in the his-
tory of steam engine
manufacturing
Richmond, VA.

in |

The Richmond Locomotive & Machine Works, is avail-
able from Arcadia Publishing at
https://arcadiapublishing.com. Click on the magnifying
glass near the top of the home page, type in the book
name, and click on the magnifying glass again to be direct-
ed to the book. It was listed on Barnes and Noble’s
website at the publisher’s list price but as an online pur-
chase-only item. Amazon lists the book for as little as
$17.98 in new condition.

SLasticodle and. . 7;// Trains

¢
Bu_\', Sell or Trade Plasticville & Lionel Trains
Dpecializing in Plasticville parts

Tome Landss

Train Collector
3401 Davitls})urg Road
Dover, PA 17315
717-668-9079
Tom.Landis16@ gmail.cmn
PCA # 04-312
TCA # 78-12166

V\;

Your Ad

Contact: secretary@
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THE PCA CORNER STORE

ITEMS FOR SALE BY THE PCA

Send a description of item you wish to purchase and a check or money order, payable to Plasticville Collectors
Association for the total amount to Plasticville Collectors Association, 601 SE Second Street, Ankeny, IA 50021-3207.

Personalized address labels

A sheet of 30, personalized, high-quality color labels are available from the PCA. The labels will include the PCA
logo in color and up to four lines of address. Each label is a generous 1 x 2 5/8 inches. The price is $1.00 per sheet
plus $1.50 P&H for up to three sheets. Please add 20 cents per additional sheet over three.

PCA T-shirt

Navy blue 100% cotton, short sleeve shirt T-shirt with the PCA logo printed on the front in white. The prices are $18
for small through X-Large, $19 for XX-Large and $20 for XXX-Large, shipping included, for each shirt. Please order
the next larger size if you are concerned with fit. *** Only szie M is currently in stock ***

PCA ballpoint pen

PCA silver barrel with blue soft grip, black ink ballpoint pen with silver accents. The pen is imprinted Plasticville
Collectors Assn, www.plasticvilleusa.org in two lines in blue lettering. $4.00, postpaid.

** SOLD OUT ** Coffee Mug with PCA logo ** SOLD OUT **

White ceramic 11 oz. ceramic mug. PCA blue or black logo. $9.95 or two for $15.95, postpaid. Please specify your
color choice when ordering. Only 24 pieces of black logo mugs were produced. 1 black remaining.

PCA Ball Caps
Dark Blue, Velcro-back ball cap with white PCA logo embroidered on the front. $13.00 postpaid. 10 remaining
Billboard Inserts
Printed on white cardstock. $5.00 postpaid or emailed as a PDF for free. Two versions available:

1. “Welcome to Plasticville” billboard inserts Six identical inserts, sized to fit Plasticville billboard frames depicting
a 50’s vintage auto passing a billboard on its way into town with the same greeting.

2. Seven different subjects plus one “Welcome To Plasticville” inserts including Friskies dog food, Motorola,
Mercury and Lincoln autos, Sunoco and Gulf motor oil, and Eberhard Faber pink erasers. All are mid-fifties
vintage.

Do you have an idea for an item? Contact John Niehaus at secretary@plasticvilleusa.org or mail your suggestions to him at the
address noted above.

Recently I received a question about which issue a specific article

. o appeared in. While I am happy to help, there is also a self-help option.
ﬁ ‘d you %ow' On the PCA website hover over the ‘Newsletter’ tab then pick “Article
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BACHMANN"®

)u. fyds

ESR =
57 744’///V[PS'4PV MODELS, APP/V[ /IV ‘?023

2022 marked 75 years since Bachmann paved the way in providing injection molded plastic scenery items for model railroaders and hobbyists
with Plasticville® U.S.A. buildings and kits. From shops and homes to farms and railroad structures, the no-stress, easy-to-assemble designs have
endured in popularity, and the line continues to incorporate many of the same nostalgic items that your parents or grandparents may have
assembled. In celebration of 75 years, Bachmann is pleased to announce a limited line of some of the most popular Plasticville® structures as they
appeared in original product illustrations, complete with collectible 75th-anniversary packaging, ready to build and add to your town or village.

HO Scale

75th ANNIVERSAR CATHEDRAL 75th ANNIVERSARY SWITC i TOWER 75th ANNIVERSARY MOTEL
Item No. 45195 MSRP: $32.00 Item No. 45197 MSRP: $24.00 Item No. 45198 MSRP: $34.00

O Scale

75th ANNIVERSARY CATHEDRAL 75th ANNIVERSARY HOBO SHACKS
Item No. 45630 MSRP: $34.00 Item No. 45631 MSRP: $34.00

75th ANNIVERSARY ROADSIDE STAND 75th ANNIVERSARY SPLIT LEVEL HOUSE
Item No. 45632 MSRP: $34.00 Item No. 45633 MSRP: $43.00
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