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K-LINE TELEPHONE POLES

DONALD W. HUOVINEN

ertainly the most recognizable toy train accessory
is the telephone pole. For K-Line this is especially

true as telephone poles were not only available for

separate sale for an incredibly long time, 23 years, but
were also included as components in 33 sets.

Photo 1 Building Kit
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Photo 3
K-4176 Telephone Poles (5)

i -« As set components, five telephone poles were included in
each set. The poles were included in 27 cataloged sets:
K-1004, K1005, K-1111, K-1420, K-1425, K-1501, K-1522,

K-1527, K-1601, K-1604, K-1701, K-1702, K-1703, K-1706,

K-4176 Telephone Poles (12) (Photo 1) K-1707, K-1712, K-1713, K-1714, K-1719, K-1802, K-1806,
K-1902, K-1903, K-1912, K-1921, K-1922, and K-1923. The

AS te Sale It
cparate safe em telephone poles were also included in 4 uncataloged sets:

Catalogued: 1983 Regular-2005 First Edi- K-1121, K-1320, K-1520, and K-1624.

.
on Cataloged: 1987 Regular-2000 Second Edition

Color: Chocolate brown (Photo 2) Color: Chocolate B
olor: Chocolate Brown

Packaging: As a separate sale item the

telephone poles were package in a Type 1 Packaging: Typically loose in set box but also in a plain

lastic bag.
box (Photo 3), a Type 5 box (Photo 4), as p &
well as Header Bag 1D (Photo 5). K-4176GT Telephone Poles (10) (Photo 6)
Photo 2
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Thinking of Selling Your Trains?
WE ARE A FULL SERVICE AUCTION CO.

Coast To Coast, We Do The Most!

Willing To Travel & Do All Aspects of Selling Your Collection
Carefully Packing, Hauling, Professional Cataloging
& Marketing Your Trains.

BENEFITS OF SELLING AT AUCTION
ARE THAT WE ARE WORKING FOR YOU.
Our Experience Has Shown That Opposed To Selling Privately,
Our Auction Results Are Often More Than Double!

QUICK CONSIGNOR PAYMENT FOLLOWING SALE.

ALWAYS ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE COLLECTION
HO e Prewar e Post War Lionel ¢ American Flyer e Ives o LGB
Modern Era of Numerous Manufacturers
Plasticville & Other Accessories
WE ALSO SELL TOYS, RAILROADIANA, AUTOMOBILIA
& RELATED ITEMS.

A Lifetime Of Experience

Visit Us
TED MAURER: Auctioneer - TCA# 66-1613 »
BOB HOMAN: Auctioneer - TCA# 15-71045 In The
JOHN HUMS: Auctioneer - TCA# 17-73048
RUSS MULLER: Cataloging Team - TCA# 87-24627 Orange Hall
GARY SCHOENLY: General Manager - TCA# 10-65778 At The
JARED SCHOENLY: Proprietor - TCA# 12-67424 TCA York Meets

“Service Beyond Our Years”

Call 800 789-5068 or
610 587-8139
Auction Co. # AY002122

Check www.CabinFeverAuctions.com
For Details, Photos and to be placed on our Email List for Upcoming Events.
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Photo 4
This was a set component of K-1123S and K-1123W, “The
Girl’s Train”

Catalogued: 2002 First Edition-2002 Second Edition
Color: Light Lavender (Photo 7)

Packaging: Perforated plastic bag packaged with other
components in a master cardboard box. (Photo 8),

As always I welcome your additions, corrections or com-
ments. This is a work in progress and if you are interested
in K-Line buildings and wish to assist please e-mail me at
dhuov@aol.com.

© 2024, Donald W. Huovinen
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Photo 7
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K-LINE®

ELECTRIC TRAINS

0" and 0-27 gauge

ACCESSORIES
TELEPHONE POLES (12)

MDK?, INC. PO. BOX 2831 CHAPEL HILL, NC 27515 MADE IN CHINA -K-4|ze‘~.

Photo 5
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K-0105GT STREET LIGHTS (5)
K-4176GT TELEPHONE POLES (10)
K-4179GT RR YARD SIGNS (12D
K-4187GT BILLBOARDS (5)

MDK®, INC. CHAPEL HILL, NC MADE IN CHINA

Photo 8

HosBY HAVEN

2575 86™ STREET
URBANDALE, lowa 50322
(515) 276-8785
(515) 252-0112 FAX
(800) 697-1213 Out OF Town
http://www.hobbyhaven.com
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LIONEL TRAINS

MOUNTAIN LAKES, N]

, DIESEL SETS
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The Train Station
Fami Ll 12Romaine Road Direct dealer and
s Mountain Lakes NJ 07046 Authorized Lionel
5 Phone 973-263-1979 Service Station

www.Train-Station.com

Sign up for our weekly e-mail at info@train-station.com for sales, promotions, Lionel news, & Plasticville too!

Huge inventory of vintage and modern Lionel and MTH in stock.

We ship daily!

Find us at York every April & October in the ORANGE Hall,

David Shaw TCA = 87.25439 Sue Shaw PCA# 14.883

EDITOR’S COLUMN

nately, we have not had any new contributors step

up since the last issue. I appreciate John, Ed, Don,
Jim, and Andy for continuing to send new material in.
There are still a lot of open areas to contribute to:

This newsletter is a bit on the shorter side. Unfortu-

* Kitbashing

* Littletown and Kleeware
* HO Plasticville

* Layout tours

* Other topics

Your contributions can be one-off, once a year, twice a
year, or three times a year. You can write a series of
articles and then take a break. It is up to you! No commit-
ment needs to be permanent. Please reach out if you have
ideas!

I am looking forward to York again this fall. Last spring’s
PCA meeting was well attended, and there were a lot of
good discussions. Remember that we should once again
have some prizes to raffle off, so make sure to stop by.

For the December issue, I would like to feature some
photos of members' Holiday (or year-round) setups.
Please send me a photo or two to include by mid-Novem-
ber. If we receive enough I will include a photo spread.

Until next time, enjoy!
Matt Harvazinski, The Villager Editor

villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org

JOSEPH L. MANIA

Toy Train Reproductions
and Restorations

JLM TRAINS, L.L.C.

17 Douglas Rd.
Freehold, NJ 07728
(732) 303-8299
www.JLMTRAINS.com
JOE@JLMTRAINS.com
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CHOOSE FROM LIONEL'S ASSORTMENT OF
PLUG-EXPAND-PLAY AND TRADITIONAL ACCESSORIES.
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HAVE YOU REALLY NOTICED?

ANDY ZOLA

imothy Price’s article regarding the LC-2 Log Cab-
in The Villager Vol. 21 No. 2 newsletter references
two different sized boxes for the log cabin. The
larger size box actually has 2 different types of boxes. The
earlier one I believe, has two small tabs on the bottom
holding the inner sides in place and the front tab is actual-
ly longer. The one shown in Tim’s picture is probably the
newer one with less box detail and cost involved to put
together.




PLASTICVILLE
ORIGINAL PARTS

Large, Small, Solid Color and Marbled Pieces

Original window inserts for most buildings
Lights for Schoolhouses, Police Stations, and Banks
Windows, Doors, and Garage doors for every building
Chimneys for Suburban Stations, Cape Cods, and Ranch Houses
Smokestacks and Antennas for most buildings including Factories
Jewels for Turnpike Interchanges, Signal Bridges, and Block Signals
Chimney Corners, Caps, Sirens, and Antennas for Police and Fire Stations
Gas pumps, Oil Racks, and Pump Islands for all Gas Stations
Patio roofs, Floors and Posts for Two Story Houses
Chimney Halves, Sides, and Caps for most houses
Stairways and Front Walkways for Switch Towers
Stools, Signs, and Front Counters for Frosty Bars
Fence Sections and other parts for Cattle Pens
Front Steps and Awnings for many buildings
Front Porches for New England Ranchers
Railings for Factories and Union Stations
Weathervanes for most buildings

Many more original parts.
Marx, Littletown, Skyline, K-Line also available

Send your want list to:
johnin@netins.net

or mail to: Member:
Pville Parts Plasticville Collectors Association
601 SE Second St Train Collectors Association

Ankeny, lowa 50021-3207 Lionel Collectors Club of America



SKYLINE CHURCHES

ANDY ZOLA

im Bennet’s article in Volume 22 Issue 1 pretty much
covered all the information on the Skyline houses. I
would like to add some information and photos re-
arding the Churches. The most interesting item I have is
a double-sided July 1950 Trade Ad. (See the next page)
One side has church and the other side has houses (see the
next page). The churches are the S-5 musical church fully
assembled with removable steeple, the S-1 nonmusical
also with removable steeple and the K-5 construction kit
with either a cream or turquoise roof. When looking for
the Skyline churches be sure the cross is there as this is the
hardest piece to find as it is smaller than the Plasticville
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H AVE you swn these Skyline Architectural Scale Models! We sincerely believe they are the

finest plastic structures on the market

Just compare them

Ibey are bigger. They are better looking. They are priced right
for vels selling
Be sur v the sained glas windows of the church the trellises and window
s th And don’t miss the authentic sextural detailing of walls and reofs
i & and trim of doors and windows
Ouly Skylin arries realivn to such lengthe. But it pays off. 1t meam bigger value
gor sa
AVAILABLE AS VILLAGE SET AND INDIVIDUALLY
: Plastic § tures may be had in Village Set No. K §¢

(shown above) and alse

on the left). The buildings come knocked down but can be

fily. No cement is needed

SKYLINE MANUFACTURING
COMPANY

belphia 2, Pa

ED. B. MILLER
Bidg., 200 Fifth Ave.,
New York

Fifth Ave N.Y. 10

\ Sereet, Phils

endnnations —white walls, red roof and

ol and triem, white walls, blar renf and

- sroum ronf amd trim

FOR XMAS GARDENS—MOME DECORATION —MODEL VILLAGES —RAILROADS



NEWLY RELEASED

2{0l0) 4 SEVENTY

1s NOT s0 coop..

S/’gned copies available by UNLESS IT'S YOUR GOLF SCORE!
contacting The Under-
ground Railroad Shoppe.

$14.99 +

$2 SHIPPING

Seaﬂ‘f“'"'! |
“""LOU PALUMBO
PA Residents add 6% sales tax ~| STILLHAVEN'T MET A TRAIN | DIDN'T LIKE ~

{7\ cJ|Z gl The Underground

Railroad Shoppe

SIGNED COPIES OF FIRST 2 1906 Wilmington Road
BOOKS ALSO AVAILABLE:  \ o Castle. PA 16105

O / Never Met A (724) 652-4912
Train I Didn’t Like trainplum@yahoo.com

® Back in the Day We accept credit cards!

www.undergroundrrshop.com
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A BIG AUCTION SURPRISE

JOHN NIEHAUS

hat would you do if you bid on an auction lot
Wand found that the lot was much larger than

expected? That happened to our new advertis-
er, Barrie Matovcik! He was at an estate auction and
decided to bid on two file cabinets on the display floor.
Both of the file cabinets contained many different bill-
board inserts very nicely organized in folders. There were
inserts about the size of Plasticville and “Frosted Flakes”
billboard inserts as well as larger ones closer to Lionel
billboard insert size. Imagine his surprise when he was

told that there were eight file cabinets, not two! The addi-
tional file cabinets had inserts that were different from
those in the two on which he placed a bid. He now has
more than 500 different billboard inserts available instead
of around 250.

He is now a new advertiser in the Plasticville Collectors
Association newsletter. Check out his ad in this edition of
The Villager.

AMERICAN FLYER

BILLBOARDS

BILLBOARDS
BILLBOARDS

SELECT FROM OVER 500 DESIGNS

The entire collection can be seen on Dropbox at
https://bit.ly/49HTKo3 (type the link into your browser)
Then to order, send an email to lusmaadeal@gmail.com indicating the

Live
lh\'
BITeanw

QW

e

number(s) of the signs you want, along with the quantity and size
Forexample: 1 #458 Large or 1 #222 Small and 1 #222 Large

The price is only $1.00 per sign
Shipping is only $4.00,
no matter how many you buy

11



CHURCHES - SKYLINE K-5 AND PLASTICVILLE PARISH

JiM BENNETT

t was 1950 and the American economy was at an
Iall—time high. The denizens of this sweet land of liber-

ty, who had eked out a living through a Great Depres-
sion and a World War, now found themselves embracing
an unfamiliar new concept known as disposable income.
Finally, at long last, Americans could afford to pamper
themselves with such luxuries as fancy cars, vacations,
television sets and hobbies. The “Greatest Generation”
was popping out “Boomer Babies” faster than a speeding
bullet; The “Silent Generation” was off to war in Korea;
Droves of people were making a mass exodus from the
cities and migrating to the suburbs to buy up inexpensive
tract housing that all looked the same; “McCarthyism”
and the “Second Red Scare” had an apprehensive public
fearing there were Communists hiding in every closet;
Charles Shultz was delighting throngs of newspaper read-
ers with his new “Peanuts” comic strip; Lionel, American
Flyer and Marx (a.k.a. “The Big Three”) were all jockeying
for position to be “Numero Uno” at the outset of what
would fondly be remembered as the “Golden Decade” of
Toy Trains; Bachmann Brothers, of Philadelphia, Pa., had
just recently coined the catchphrase “Plasticville U.S.A.”
for their line of snap-together, dismantlable, plastic, toy
train structures and accessories and another Philadelphia
based manufacturer, The Skyline Manufacturing Compa-
ny (a name long synonymous with superior paper, wood,
cardstock and tinplate assemblies for model railroads
since the 1930’s and 40’s), was marketing three new plas-
tic structures to adorn Christmas Gardens, Fireplace Man-
tels and Toy Train Layouts. Their half page ad in the
November and December 1950 issues of Model Railroader
magazine (Figure 1) extolled the virtues of a Church, a
House with garage and a house without a garage all made
from that latest and greatest, newfangled, space-age poly-
styrene plastic that was all the rage. The two houses were
reviewed in the April 2023 issue of The Villager (Volume
22, Number 1). This article will focus on the K-5 Church
(and its descendants).

The Skyline Church came in five configurations that I've
heard of: The S-1 pre-assembled (i.e. glued together)

$-5 Musical Chirch

SKYLINE Photo 1

1

p . K-5 All Cream
l‘-. YL

K-5 Turquoise Roof

Church; The S-5 pre-assembled Musical Church; The S-6
pre-assembled, Illuminated Musical Church and the K-5
Church which came “knocked down” (unassembled).
And possibly a piggy bank version with a slot to deposit
coins. The Churches themselves were all identical, they
just had different attributes:

The S-1 Church came completely glued together.

The 5-5 Musical Church came completely glued together,
except for the removable cross, in a corrugated cardboard
box (photo 1). A Swiss made music box, mounted to the
inside rear wall with two screws, played a Christmas carol

tune. I've listened to mine many times and, try as I might,
I just can’t name that tune (any readers that know the
name of this melody, please let me know). The removable
cross is often missing on this item because it's not glued
on (and wouldn't fit in the box if it was). The cardboard
box, a rare find itself, is 8%4” x 4 V4” x 6 V4”. Included in the
box, along with the cross, was a 4 4" x 2%/ 15" sheet of type
written paper which stated: ATTENTION, THIS TOY
CONTAINS A GENUINE IMPORTED SWISS MUSIC
BOX.IT WAS TRIPLE TESTED CAREFULLY BY US AND
OPERATED PERFECTLY. CAUTION: DO NOT OVER-
WIND. WITH NORMAL CAREFUL USE IT SHOULD
GIVE SATISFACTORY AND PLEASURABLE PERFOR-
MANCE. THE MUSIC BOX IN THIS TOY IS NOT GUAR-
ANTEED. REPLACEMENT WILL BE MADE BY US FOR
A REASONABLE CHARGE (photo 1, 2).

The S-6 Illuminated Musical Church was the same as the
S-5 plus it ALSO had a light. This is listed in the 1981
PLASTICVILLE “O” & “S” SCALE ILLUSTRATED PRICE
guide as K-6, but I believe it should have a “S” prefix as
only the dismantlable Skyline kits had a “K” prefix and

ATTENTION

® TMPORTED SMLYSS
TESTED cAFBf_‘T;LDu
.~ CAUTION: f0

TLY
WITH HORMAL CARF:AFgL U:
T ISFACTORY AND PLE.
v . THE MUSIC BOX Ii THIS -ro&!li
HOT. TEED.  REPLACEMENT WILL BE ¥
BY US FOR A REASONABLE CHARGE.
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PHOTO 3

the glued together, solid structures had an “S” prefix. I've
never seen one of these so any readers who have, please
drop me a line (with photo if possible).

The “Piggy Bank” Church was mentioned in the Septem-
ber 2002 issue (#8) of the Plastic Village Gazette as a coin
bank with a slot on top. No photo or item number available.

The K-5 Church (photo 1) came unassembled (Skyline
called it “knocked down”) and had to be put together. The
outside of the K-5 Church has two side walls with five
arched, gothic windows each. The rear wall is unadorned.
The four walls feature the slots of the interlock that simu-
lates a flying buttress style of architecture. There are two,
beveled roof pieces. Four belltowers, or belfry, pieces
which are each adorned with an arched, louvered open-
ing. One steeple with a hole on top to accommodate the
cross and one cross to go into that hole. Total pieces are
twelve. Once assembled, the belfry, steeple and cross can
be placed anywhere as desired along the top of the roof.
The front wall has a tiny (far less than O scale) door with
a huge arched, gothic window above it. The front door of
the Church is 1” high by %” wide which would translate
to 4 feet high by 2 % feet wide for O scale people to
squeeze through. On the other hand, the window above
the door is humongous and overshadows the entire front
facade of the Church! It is 2%4” high by 1%” wide which is
8Y2 feet by 4V feet in O scale. The inside of the Church
bears no markings to identify it as Skyline. The Stained-
glass windows (photo 2) are multicolored pieces of felt

ORANGE BOX Biichhs
) s

/[W‘

A,

RED BOX

: {HOTO 5
SKYLINE :

paper glued to the inside of the front wall and the two side
walls behind the windows. There is one 2 %" x 1 3/5” piece,
with angled top corners, for the front window and two 1
1%"x 6 ¥” pieces for the side wall windows. These felt
paper window pieces are spot glued and exceedingly
difficult to remove undamaged. The idea behind these felt
paper pieces was to illuminate the interior of the Church
and, when provided with interior lighting, let the multi-
colored “stained glass” shine through (photo 3), thus cre-
ating a pleasing ambiance to a night scene on your display
or layout. Skyline listed the overall dimensions of the
Church as 3 %" x 7 %” x 8 %4” in an ad which appeared in
the Carmen Webster Hobby Shops 1950 product advertis-
ing catalog (figure 2). It utilized a unique interlocking,
slot-to-slot construction technique (photo 4). There are
three color choices listed in collector publications: all
White, all Cream, or Cream with a Turquoise roof. See

Doug Wolff Daily 12 - 8
Owner : Sat. 10-5
7 Sun. - Call

. ¥ a e —

Bt ¥ 283 East County Line Road
Tel: 215-322-5182 Hatboro, PA 19040
Fax: 215-322-5227 www.JoesTrainStation.com



photo 1 for a picture of all Cream and the Cream with
Turquoise roof versions. Note that the turquoise roof is
painted and is Cream on the inner side. I have encoun-
tered some ambiguity concerning the all-White version;
While corresponding with an E-Bay seller [ was told, in his
66 years in the hobby, he has never seen an all-White one,
only Cream-colored and Cream with Turquoise roof. I've
myself never seen an all-White one either. The web page
for Skyline Manufacturing Company-binnsroad.co.uk
cites several pictures of a white church but, to me, they
still look like they may be cream colored. In the TCA
Quarterly for April 1984 (Vol. 30, No. 2, Tinplate Real
Estate Part 4) author Bruce D. Manson Jr. states “Inciden-
tally, the Plasticville Churches were all white and the
Skyline Churches were all cream colored.” Any readers
out there that have seen an all-White Skyline Church
please let me know (with a photo if possible).

The K-5 Box (photos 4, 5,6 & 7) is 7 % “x 5 78 “x 2 15” and
is decorated in shades of Red, White and Blue. The box
which contained my Cream-colored church with the tur-
quoise roof is Orange, White and Blue. I don’t know if this
orange box was by design or just happenstance but the
Orange box is what I received my Turquoise roofed
Church in. At first, I thought the Orange was formerly Red

that had faded over the last 74 years but when I looked
inside the box, the raised divider was also Orange. The
raised divider has a cut-out in the smaller, upper section
to secure the steeple and cross (and the four belfry pieces
if you so desire). The wider section of the divider stores
the four wall sections. The top of the box has a bird’s-eye
view of the Church sitting in a wooded area. A large circle
(that makes it look like the sun or the moon landed in the
grass behind the church) is off to the left of the church.
Inside the circle it says, SKYLINE PLASTIC CHURCH
ARCHITETURAL SCALE MODEL. The bottom of the top
section says, SETS UP IN A JIFFY, NO ADHESIVE NEED-
ED, SEE DIAGRAM ON BOTTOM OF BOX. The box top
has a perforated cut out around the top of the church and
top of the circle so it can pop up for display purposes. The
bottom of the box shows a perspective diagram of the
interlocking slot-to-slot assembly method of the front wall
and a side wall. Underneath the diagram it says, DIA-
GRAM OF INTERLOCKING CONSTRUCTION. The
same type of assembly is used for the bell tower. Place at
front of building. Slide steeple over tower. Cross may be
removed if desired. The front, side panel shows a K-20
house, a K-10 house, a Church, a K-20 house, and half of a
K-10 house with trees in between them. Across the top it
states, STAINED GLASS WINDOWS, GOTHIC ARCHI-
TECTURE, FLYING BUTTRESSES, SMOOTH REALISTIC
CORNER JOINTS* (*this would be a characteristic of the
houses, not the Church. It was probably a “dig” about the
corner joints of the Plasticville Cape Cod house), REMOV-
ABLE CROSS. Across the bottom it states, THE FINISH-
ING TOUCH FOR TRAINS AND CHRISTMAS
GARDENS. The back, side panel shows a K-10 house on
the right and a K-20 house on the left. A blue box with
white lettering is in the middle and says, YOU'LL WANT
SKYLINE’S OTHER SWELL PLASTIC STRUCTURES!
STYLE KI10-HOUSE WITH GARAGE, STYLE K20
HOUSE WITHOUT GARAGE. Both come in Four Attrac-
tive Color Combinations. The right and left side panels are
identical. They depict a K-10 house, the K-5 Church and a
K-20 house. Across the top it says SKYLINE PLASTIC
CHURCH NO. K5. Along the bottom it reads THE SKY-
LINE MANUFACTURING CO., INC., PHILA. 2, U.S. A.

The K-5 Church also appeared in Skyline Plastic Village
Set K-50 which was comprised of one K-5 Church, one
K-10 Westchester House with garage and two K-20 Hous-
es without garage.

Skyline Church vis a vis Plasticville Parish Church

In 1952 the Bachmann Brothers bought the rights to the
three Skyline structures. They did nothing with the two
houses, but they did modify the molds for the K-5 Church
(photo 8) by redesigning the front wall to make the door
larger and the window smaller. A slot to facilitate wiring



was added to the back wall and a red, paper door was
glued over the front door. Another change was made to
the cardboard retention tabs located on the inside, bottom,
middle of the side walls (photo 9). These tabs were sup-
posedly meant to retain a card stock bottom to some of the
pre-built structures. Photo 10 shows the bottom of my S5-5
musical church that a previous owner had cut an opening
in, probably to facilitate the installation of a light). The
dimensions and shape of these tabs differ from the origi-
nal Skyline K-5 to the Plasticville versions, and they be-
came quite larger after the initial Plasticville reissue.

(Strangely, my CC-9 version has one side wall the same as
the Skyline wall and the other wall differs as it doesn’t
have the long, rectangular strip under the tab). For a more
detailed description of these tabs, see Anthony ]. Rodgers
comprehensive article “Illuminated Plasticville Church in
the August 2006 issue of The Villager (Vol. 5, #3).

K-5 CcC-9
The CC-9: Bachmann introduced their version of the
Church in the 1953 Plasticville catalog as the CC-9 Church
Kit (photo 11). The box is a type 2B one piece flip open box
in Red, White and Black with a divider inside to store the
steeple and cross. The drawing of the Church on the top
of the box, in light and dark gray with red door and
windows, appears to be floating in air with a simulated
cloud background and horizontal red stripes. The dimen-
sions of the Church were listed as 8” long x 3 2" wide x 9”
high (Skyline listed their dimensions as 3 %4” x 7%" x 8 %4”)
The listed Skyline dimensions are correct for both Skyline
and Plasticville as both Churches have identical dimen-
sions. The resized front door is 13%4” high by 74” wide
making it 7 feet tall and 3%2 feet wide in O scale. Ergo, your
average Plasticville citizen could now go to Church. The
window above the door was reduced to 1 3/3,” high by %”
wide making it 4 feet 4% inches high by 2 feet 6 inches
wide in O scale. The walls, belfry and cross were all white
with a light gray roof and steeple. In the 1955 “Postman”
catalog it was called Parish Church CC-9 (and that’s the
name most people refer to it as today, “THE PARISH
CHURCH” or just “Church”). The “stained glass” win-

SLasticodle and. . 7{(7// Trains

Bu_\', Sell or Trade Plasticville & Lionel Trains
Dpecializing in Plasticville parts

Tome Landss

Train Collector

3401 Davitls})urg Road
Dover, PA 17315
717-668-9079
Tom.Landis16@ gmail.cmn
PCA # 04-312

TCA # 78-12166
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dows were, like Skyline, strips of multi-colored felt paper
(photo 12) For a more in-depth account of the Plasticville
version of this Church please refer to Tom Fritsch’s all-
inclusive The History of Plasticville saga in the Villager,
Volume 18, March 2019, Number 1, page 17.

The 1600 was introduced in 1956 as just Church (photo
11). The box was a type 5A one piece flip open box with a
very colorful rural scene. Other than the different box it

was the same white with light gray roof and steeple as the
CC-9.

The 5600 (photo 13) was in a Poly bag issued circa 1963.
Also white with a light gray roof and steeple.

The 1818 Church (photo 11) is a bit puzzling because the
1818 box came in two different versions with two different

color configurations but still retained the same item num-
ber: the first version, in the type 8B two-piece lift-top box,
was issued in 1971 and was just the same as the previous
two with white walls and belfry and a light gray roof and
steeple. The box was 8” x 6%4” x 1%2”. This box featured a
beautiful painting of the Church with two parishioners
walking in. This version came with a new style of “stained

-



ATTENTION

THIS T0Y CONTALS A GENUDE DMPORTED SWIss
1USIC BOXe IT WAS TRIPLE TESTED CAREFULLY
BY US AND OPERATED PERFECTLY. CAUTION: Do
NOT OVERVLD.  WITH HORMAL CAREFUL USE 1
SHOULD GIVE SATISFACTORY AID

PERFORMANCE, THE MUSIC BoX Li TH1s

1O GUARANTEED.  REPLACESEIT Wiip pa iy S
BY US FOR A REASONABLE CHARGE, ST

glass” printed on clear film which was pressed onto the
inside walls of the church around the window openings
(photo 12). These were separate, individual windows, not
a long strip like the felt paper. The second version, in the
type 9A two-piece lift-top box, had a Dark Gray roof and
steeple and came without the stained-glass windows. It
did come with the red door, but it wasn’t installed. It was
a peel and stick that you had to put on yourself. This box
measured 9%4”x 6%4”x 1%” and had a picturesque subur-
ban scene with houses, a gas station, a Suburban station,
Loading Platform, a Switch Tower, a Barn and the Church
depicted on its box top. Note: This description constitutes
how the Churches I possess are configured and there may
be different variations that others have in their collections.

The 65-1933 (photo 11) box was issued in 1982 and it too
had white walls and belfry with a light gray roof and
steeple. This type 11A box measured 9 7" x 6” x 2” and
was made of very thin, flimsy cardstock with flaps on both
sides. It had a photograph of the Church on the top and
photos of 12 different Plasticville structures on the back.

The red door and the film “stained glass” stickers came
unapplied and had to be affixed by the buyer.

The 45933 (photo 11) was the same box as the 65-1933. It
was dubbed a type 11B box because the prefix 65-1 was
changed to 45. Otherwise, it was identical to the 65-1933.
The Church once again had a Light Gray roof and steeple.

The Parish Church also appeared in thirteen different
Master Unit Sets.

There was a built-up version (#225-240) introduced in the
mid-1950’s that was a glued together “Spirit of Christmas”
display for Home Decoration that included the Church,
several shrubs, trees and people mounted on a Styrofoam
base (photo 14). This was all White. The people, trees and
shrubs had pegs glued underneath their bases to stick into
the Styrofoam base. It was categorized as being an attrac-
tive snow scene o In plastic to add to the holiday spirit e
In the home for top of TV set-Mantel-Table.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Common missing of broken parts: The Cross is the most
common missing part. The interlocking tangs on the ends
of the walls and belfry are sometimes broken and the
“stained glass” felt paper of the Skyline K-5, Plasticville
CC-9 and 1600 is often deteriorated or damaged. Replace-
ment film type “stained glass” is available from Tandem
Associates/Plasticville.

That's the family lineage of the Skyline Church and all its

Plasticville descendants (see Family group photo 15). Any
reader out there who has additional information, correc-
tions,
jimbennett351@hotmail.com and I'll compile your input
into a statement for a future commentary or article. Or just
send a line to the Editor for “What Readers are Saying”
column.

critique or pictures please contact me at

Please note that in my article about the Skyline Houses
(Villager Volume 22, Number 1) I unintentionally listed
the date that Bachmann bought Skyline as 1953 instead of
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SPIRITo7 CHRISTIRAS

FOR HOQE DECORATION

SKYLINE K-5
& i . PLASTICVILLE 1933
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Plasticville CC-9
TANDEM - 424
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R TOP OF TV SET-MANTEL-TABLE
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n:n!% 99089

/
 PLASTICVILLE 1818

TANDEM TA-423 Photo 14

1952. This was a typo on my part, and I apologize to you,

the readers, for my faux pas. I didn’t catch it till after the PLASTICVILLEGSE . THE Original PLASTIC V|llAGg\
article went to press. oy |

Much appreciation and kudos to the wonderful Train
Collectors Association (TCA) Librarian, Michaela Feltman,
who provided me with much needed help, information,
documentation, research and direction that I was unable to
discover on my own for this article. The TCA reference and
research Library is a marvelous asset to this hobby!

Lionel ¢ Plasticville - American Flyer

www.GarysTrains.com

GARY’S TRAINS

BUY « SELL - REPAIR

Gary Mosholder
gtrains186@gmail.com
Davidsville PA 15928
814-341-8717

Photo 13

The Villager is looking for new contributors. Contact the edi-
tor to find out how to participate and share your knowledge.
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SKYLINE'S NEW

PLASTIC STRUCTURES

Just wait until you see these beauties. Each is
an architectural scale model made nfrulyst,\'rene
—realistic to the most minute detail.

Compare them for size . . . for looks . . . for fea-
tures. We honestly believe they are the finest
model structures ever offered and we're pretty
sure you'll say so too.

Skyline Plastic Structures consist of a church and two types of houses (each
in four pleasing color schemes). They may be had in Village Set No. K-50
(below) or in individual sets (below left). They come knocked down, but
are a cinch to assemble. No cement needed.

PLASTIC
VILLAGE SET
No. K-50
CHURCH

g This handsomely boxed set contains church

Pri . $1.00 and three houses (one has attached garage).
oo 9. Each house in different color scheme. Price
By Prepaid  $4.00. By Prepaid Parcel Post $1.40.

Parcel Post
s Compare
THE FEATURES
CHURCH

N':O'l({ Son ® Authentic Gothic Ahchitecture
g ® Stained Glass Windows
Price $1.00 @ Flying Buttresses
By Prepaid © Highly Detailed Stone Work and Roof Shingles
Parcel Post ©® Removable Cross
$1.10 HOUSES
® Trellises
© Window Boxes
HOUSE ® Lorge Picture Window
No. K-10 @ Fully Detailed Clapboard Siding

@ Roof Shingles Smack to Stale

Has attached s
©® Millwork Exquisitely Reproduced

garage
Price $1.25 ® Interior Interlocking Construction
©® No Humps or Bumps to mar Looks
8y Prepaid P.P. ® White walls with choice of red, green, blue or
$1.38 maroon roofs and frim.

Skyline makes a complete line of model railroad accessories: Houses, village
buildings, right of way structures, scenic backgrounds. They come in Plastic,
Metal and Fibre Board. Ask your dealer to show you these swell accessories.
Send 3c in stamps for illustrated catalog.

THE SKYLINE MANUFACTURING CO., INC., 1413 VINE ST., PHILA. 2, PA,

GET VALUE... GET REALISM ... GET SKYLINE
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K-LINE KRONICLES: HOwW SWEET IT IS: K-LINE #K-40112
HERSHEY'S FACTORY

ED BERG

n the last issue we looked at the #K-40312 Hershey's
Chocolate Town Suburban Station — part of a series of

buildings celebrating Hershey’s 100t Anniversary. I
loved this line of Hershey’s trains, buildings, and accesso-
ries and had them set up for months on my own train o ey

layout out in The Cave. To this day I still pick up the odd « EASTTO RESEHBiE
missing piece of K-Line Hershey’s that may be missing

_——\

HERSHEY CHOCOLATE US.A. L
1 .

) HERSHEY CHODOLATE USA.

)
a ’&

* SNAP FIT ASSEMBLY
* PRE-COLORED PARTS
* REALISTIC DETAILING

from the collection!

The Hershey’s Factory we’re looking at today was cata-
loged in 1993 as a separate sale item and was available in
1994 and 1995. By 1996 it had dropped out of the catalogs.
The kit itself is typical repurposed Marx. All the figures
and accessories from the original Marx kit are there, with
the major difference being the colors which were — appro-
priately enough — milk chocolate brown. I have to admit,
the figures are all given a terrible paint job consisting of a
blob of ‘flesh” colored paint to the faces and hands! (K-
Line did this as well to the figures included in their li-
censed Coca Cola tie-ns and it made them look like Oom-
pa-Loompas!) The building has cream colored walls with
brown roof and trim.

Enjoy!

AR MR
f“-ﬂ-‘-‘- - i.
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THE COMPLETE

H'S

COLLEC"I’ ION

“E“S“Ev,s =
T
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™ -

R O PRRHT

K 4245 HERSIHET S UBSES . opoer K-646706 MEASMEY . § HUGS.. Bascar
K 424502 MERSHE Y S HUGS & KISSES-. Hopper K646708 HERSHE Y . § HUGS-. WITH ALMONDS Boxcar S45700 HERSHEY~'S 1906 Christmas Bencer
K 446752 MERSHEY . S Cocon Bean Boscar K-644707 GOLODEN COLLECTION.. ALMOND Boncar

£ KA MERSIHEY . S 100M Adniversary Boscar - K654 MERSHEY + § Gondot wibarreis (color may vry) [—

Celebrate the Season

with HERSHEY IS!

RSN 5 BURDIVG & \CEESSORIES
# K01242 HERSHEY 'S Operating Barred Londer

# K-40112 HERSHEY CHOCOLATE USA Factory X
43313 CHOCOLATE TOWN, U 3.4.1~ Setion ® _ V BB ‘
ton and Fountain Blore

Comtee
B 41792 CHOCOLATE TOWN, U.5.A.|.. Water Tower
AAVETI HERSHEY . 8 Miatoric Bisbondn

HRRSIEY N HEAVY AL
KA11201TT HERBMEY 'S “Take & Bite’

KA1120TT HERSHEY . S “The Great Americen Chocolte Bart "
KB11200TT HERSHEY.. S "Lk s Sweet!

K01 1204TT HERSHEY 'S “First Love

K8116 AEESE 5. Flatbed
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THE HUNT FOR VARIATIONS VIII: A ONE OF A KIND BUNGALOW

MATTHEW HARVAZINSKI

Littletown called it a Cape Code Cottage and it can
be found in a wide variety of colors. Most are found

The bungalow was originally a Littletown item.

with white walls but some can also be found with light
yellow walls. When Bachmann produced the bungalow
under the Plasticville name it was produced in only two
variations. The first is white walls, green doors and win-
dows and a green roof. This version is the hardest to find.
Shortly after the green roof the bungalow received a black
roof and kept the green doors and windows. Plasticville’s
bungalows have lights on the front, Littletown’s do not. It
is assumed that some of very early Plasticville models did
not have lights because they used up Littletown stock. The
lights are always black and are the same lights found on
the split-level house.

The bungalow shown here has black (or light grey) win-
dows and doors. The color matches the color of the lights
and is close to the roof color. This bungalow came from the
Bachman factory many years after production stopped. It
is assumed to be a test sample. Itis very dreary looking so
it is not surprising that this version was never mass pro-
duced.

202—CAPE COD COTTAGE AND

TRELLIS with FIGURES

Cottage is 5% Long, 4" Wide, 3%" High. Single Roof,
Clepboord Walls, Dormer, Doors Open, Curtains on
windows. Trellis Fence 5 Long, 2'4" High. With fol.
lowing Figures in Soft Vinyl Plostic—Man with Grip,
Bench, Seated Mon and Woman, o Boy, a Girl, a
Mon ond Woman Standing. Pocked in Color
Niustroted Box, 2 Dozen to Corton 12  Lbs.
Retail $1.29

102—CAPE COD COTTAGE AND
TRELLIS

Some os Above without Figures—Packed in Color
Mustroted Box-2 Dozen to Carton—8 Lbs

Retoil $ .89
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It's taken you decades to build the perfect collection
full of rare gems. You've brought model railroading to
perfection and your empire is the envy of all who see it.

Nothing is permanent though, not even the gleaming
treasure in your basement, and it's time to downsize to
the rarest of the rare and let the rest move on to anoth-
er collector.

With over 45 years of experience, Trainz makes it
easy to sell your collection. Save yourself the time and
frustration of photographing, listing, and shipping

your trains piece by piece by letting Trainz handle it

-6

“Trainz is a great one-stop shop.for bot k ?
buymg and sellmg trains” -Edw_gd. =

=

“I find their buying service is honest
with fair price offers.” -David _

for you. Don’t want to pack up your collection and
mail it in? We'll come to you. Don't trust your living
history with just anyone.

Chief Engineer Scott Griggs has been collecting
since 1975, and knows how important our shared
hobby is. Trainz has worked with thousands of collec-
tors over the years and we'll do our best to help
shepherd your collection to new owners.

Join David, Edward, and thousands of others by
asking Trainz to help sell your collection.

TRAINZGE

Chief Engineer Scott Griggs
www.trainz.com/pca | sellyourtrains@trainz.com | (866) 285-5840
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THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO PLASTICVILLE

ATTADILSYT( ), IOVINIA OLIAIN) DISSY1D) STTON TG

FTON T1Ig

Bill Nole’s Classic Guide to Vintage "O" Plasticville is a must-have for all Plasticville,
Lionel, American Flyer and Marx collectors. Long considered the definitive work on this
collectible category, Bill's book features an item-by-item look at every Plasticville O
gauge item ever created by Bachmann during the postwar period. In addition, the book
covers 50th anniversary releases, King Distributing Collector Series, Make’N'Play, Lionel
Plasticville, and much more. This new edition contains current values plus updates from

previous editions. Softcover, 204 pages, color. Order today!

VISIT PLASTICVILLEGUIDE.COM TO ORDER
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BACK IN THE BOX / A CONTINUING SERIES ON REPACKING PLASTICVILLE
1906 Factory, Version 2

JOHN L. NIEHAUS

his is the first time that I have been able to put a Place the windows only wall face up on top of the previ-

Plasticville piece "Back in the Box" using a second  ously placed wall with its top towards the front of the box
method. Here is that second method for the 1906 as shown in photo 3.
factory.

Place the loading dock face up in the left rear corner of the
box as shown in photo 1.

Place the rear wall face up on top of the previously placed
walls with its top facing away from the front of the box as
shown in photo 4.

Place the wall with the single door face down in the front
right hand corner with its top towards the front of the box
as shown in photo 2.

Place the front wall face up on top of the previously
placed walls with its top facing away from the front of the
box as shown in photo 5.

SOMMERFELD'S TRAINS

12620 W. Hampton Ave. @ Butler, WI 53007

JACK MATT EEE

BUY @ SELL @ TRADE @

Authorized Authorized =ain=
Service Station #75 Repair Center 3 r A PLASTICVILLE
TOY TRAINS ¢ MODEL TRAINS ¢ OLD TOYS e MFG. co.
Tues.-Thurs. 106 Gq0¢SeHOeN ez Soaies gl
gﬂday 10-8 REPAIRS and UPGRADES
aturday 10-5

Sunday (Nov.Dec) 11-4 (262) 783-7797
Monday closed FAX (262) 783-9815

www.sommerfelds.com e-mail: Questions @sommerfelds.com
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Randomly distribute the water tank, tank roof, tank tow-
er, front awning, three chimney pieces, and handrail in the
box as shown in photo 6.

PLASTICVILLE

MFG. CO.

Place the roof face down in the box and the tab to the left
so that it rests on both the walls and the loading dock as
shown in photo 7.

Solid White or Ivory Standing
Cow

$10 + S&H
Buy two, get free shipping!
Contact:

mattharvazinski@gmail.com

The photos with this article are my step by step process to
get it "back in the box". I would like to hear from anyone
who has other methods for getting this piece, or any
others, "back in the box.

JUST TRAINS OF DELAWARE, LLC

Orders (888) 453-9742
Store (302) 266-8063
Fax (302) 368-6447

812 Interchange Blvd.
Newark, DE 19711
www.justrains.com

5" Anniversary
336 total pieces made
$85 plus shipping

Plasticville Collectors Association Anniversary Pieces

10" Anniversary
240 total pieces made
$100 plus shipping

only 6 remaining

20" Anniversary
264 total pieces made
$65 plus shipping

Items are from the Plasticville Collectors Association Archives
Proceeds will be used to support the continuation of the
Plasticville Collectors Association website at http://plasticvilleusa.org

Quantities are limited
All buildings are in their factory sealed packages

Contact: secretary@plasticvilleusa.org or mail to PCA, 601 SE Second St, Ankeny, lowa 50021
to arrange purchase and shipping
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PRODUCT REVIEW

JOHN L. NIEHAUS

A History of Maine Railroads, Major Bill Kenny, USAF
(Ret.), 158 pages, softcover, 6 X 9 format, $21.99. Pub-
lished by The History Press. Black & white photos
throughout.

As the title states this is a history of railroads of Maine.
The author states in his introduction that he has not in-
cluded all of the railroads but only a sampling of the many
lines that existed at one time or another.

There are fifteen chapters included in the book. The initial
chapter is one of the longest and bears the title Key Players.
It discusses the development and the continuation of the
railroads in Maine. It is followed by a chapter discussing
the need for railroads in Maine. The primary reason was
to bring timber and other goods to Portland, Maine and
Boston, MA for shipment by sea. Seven of the chapters are
dedicated to specific railroads such as the Boston and
Maine and the Grand Trunk. Another chapter discusses
the pros and cons of narrow gauge versus standard gauge
tracks. The author includes a chapter on electric railroads
as well as one on railway post offices. There are five
appendices — I will go into detail on these later, a bibliog-
raphy, and an index in addition to the customary ac-
knowledgments, and introduction. It also contains a
foreword by former Maine Governor John Baldacci.

Various railroads in Maine seem to have a corner on
“firsts” per this book. One of these firsts is the first rail-
road bridge between the United States and Canada.
Maintenance of the bridge was a shared responsibility
between a Maine railroad and a Canadian railroad. There
are also mentions of various “seconds”.

The appendices are a wealth of information. They list,
respectively, railroad museums and scenic rides, existing
railroad stations, railroads in Maine that became part of
the Maine Central Railroad, locomotive types, and electric
railroads that operated in Maine. The back of this book is
a great place to start your research if you are interested in
pursuing Maine railroad history.

I found this book to be well researched and very well
written. I recommend it if you have any interest in the
railroad history of Maine.
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A History of Maine Railroads is available from The
History Press website. A direct link to the book is:
https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/978146714
5299. Itis listed at $21.99. It is listed on Amazon at $17.19
in paperback and $9.99 in Kindle format. Barnes & Noble
lists it at the publisher’s price of $21.99.

Your Ad

Contact: secretary:
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THE PCA CORNER STORE

ITEMS FOR SALE BY THE PCA

Send a description of item you wish to purchase and a check or money order, payable to Plasticville Collectors
Association for the total amount to Plasticville Collectors Association, 601 SE Second Street, Ankeny, IA 50021-3207.

Personalized address labels

A sheet of 30, personalized, high-quality color labels are available from the PCA. The labels will include the PCA
logo in color and up to four lines of address. Each label is a generous 1 x 2 5/8 inches. The price is $1.00 per sheet
plus $1.50 P&H for up to three sheets. Please add 20 cents per additional sheet over three.

PCA T-shirt

Navy blue 100% cotton, short sleeve shirt T-shirt with the PCA logo printed on the front in white. The prices are $18
for small through X-Large, $19 for XX-Large and $20 for XXX-Large, shipping included, for each shirt. Please order
the next larger size if you are concerned with fit. *** Only szie M is currently in stock ***

PCA ballpoint pen

PCA silver barrel with blue soft grip, black ink ballpoint pen with silver accents. The pen is imprinted Plasticville
Collectors Assn, www.plasticvilleusa.org in two lines in blue lettering. $4.00, postpaid.

** SOLD OUT ** Coffee Mug with PCA logo ** SOLD OUT **

White ceramic 11 oz. ceramic mug. PCA blue or black logo. $9.95 or two for $15.95, postpaid. Please specify your
color choice when ordering. Only 24 pieces of black logo mugs were produced. 1 black remaining.

PCA Ball Caps
Dark Blue, Velcro-back ball cap with white PCA logo embroidered on the front. $13.00 postpaid. 10 remaining
Billboard Inserts
Printed on white cardstock. $5.00 postpaid or emailed as a PDF for free. Two versions available:

1. “Welcome to Plasticville” billboard inserts Six identical inserts, sized to fit Plasticville billboard frames depicting
a 50’s vintage auto passing a billboard on its way into town with the same greeting.

2. Seven different subjects plus one “Welcome To Plasticville” inserts including Friskies dog food, Motorola,
Mercury and Lincoln autos, Sunoco and Gulf motor oil, and Eberhard Faber pink erasers. All are mid-fifties
vintage.

Do you have an idea for an item? Contact John Niehaus at secretary@plasticvilleusa.org or mail your suggestions to him at the
address noted above.

Recently I received a question about which issue a specific article

. o appeared in. While I am happy to help, there is also a self-help option.
ﬁ ‘d you %ow' On the PCA website hover over the ‘Newsletter’ tab then pick “Article
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BACHMANN"®
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2022 marked 75 years since Bachmann paved the way in providing injection molded plastic scenery items for model railroaders and hobbyists
with Plasticville® U.S.A. buildings and kits. From shops and homes to farms and railroad structures, the no-stress, easy-to-assemble designs have
endured in popularity, and the line continues to incorporate many of the same nostalgic items that your parents or grandparents may have
assembled. In celebration of 75 years, Bachmann is pleased to announce a limited line of some of the most popular Plasticville® structures as they
appeared in original product illustrations, complete with collectible 75th-anniversary packaging, ready to build and add to your town or village.

HO Scale

75th ANNIVERSAR CATHEDRAL 75th ANNIVERSARY SWITC i TOWER 75th ANNIVERSARY MOTEL
Item No. 45195 MSRP: $32.00 Item No. 45197 MSRP: $24.00 Item No. 45198 MSRP: $34.00

O Scale

75th ANNIVERSARY CATHEDRAL 75th ANNIVERSARY HOBO SHACKS
Item No. 45630 MSRP: $34.00 Item No. 45631 MSRP: $34.00

75th ANNIVERSARY ROADSIDE STAND 75th ANNIVERSARY SPLIT LEVEL HOUSE
Item No. 45632 MSRP: $34.00 Item No. 45633 MSRP: $43.00
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