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How MY FRrOSTY BAR GOT INTO A COMIC STRIP

MIKE MARMER

hen I got back into American Flyer trains back

in 1991, the goal also was to build a layout one

day. Collecting American Flyer trains for the
focus for next 16 years. In the process of collecting Ameri-
can Flyer trains I also purchased some Plasticville build-
ings. One of those buildings purchased was the
Plasticville Frosty Bar, as both my wife and I had food
service backgrounds.

After a near fatal bicycle crash on the C&O Canal in 2007,
I got started with building the layout, [ had no experience
doing a full fledge layout, I had no ideal what I was
doing! The table was based on the girder designed by
Lynn Westcott, and was 9 feet by 13 feet.

This is the picture of the Frosty Bar that is on the layout, I
decided to paint it.

Moo Moo’s Ice Cream was a free-standing Ice Cream
outlet like a Frosty Bar, located on U.S. 6 north of Scran-
ton, PA. We were in Scranton PA in the mid 1990’s for a
minor league baseball game, and that is how we came
across Moo Moo’s. It was a 4t of July weekend and Moo
Moo the cow was going to be at that stand, the night of
July 4. The game on July 4t ended early and we headed
over to Moo Moo’s for some ice cream and hopefully we
would see Moo Moo the cow in action. Moo Moo was in
action alright, as Moo Moo was done for the night, sitting
behind the place with his Moo Moo head off, drinking a
beer, the beverage preferred by 9 out of 10 cows every-
where. I was scarred for life after seeing this!

The Frosty Bar on the layout table, as the layout is starting
to look like a real town. Baseball players from S Helper
Field checking things out. Phone booths are big on my
layout, there are 23 in total. Cell phones are forbidden in
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JOSEPH L. MANIA
Toy Train Reproductions
and Restorations

JLM TRAINS, L.L.C.

17 Douglas Rd.
Freehold, NJ 07728
(732) 303-8299
www.JLMTRAINS.com
JOE@JLMTRAINS.com

SLlasticodle and. . 7/(7y Trauns

Buy, Sell or Trade Plasticville & Lionel Trains
Specializing in Plasticville parts

Tom Jandss

Train Collector
3401 Davidsl)urg Road
Dover, PA 17315
717-668-9079
Tom.Landis16@ gmail.com
PCA # 04-312
TCA # 78-12166
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Correction - From Vol. 22 No. 1, Bachmann bought Skyline in 1952 not 1953.

EDITOR’S COLUMN

ummer is half way over and we are headed into the

fall train season. I hope to see many of you at the

York meet in October. Please bring something to
share with the group, new or old.

Do you collect Plasticville citizens molded in color? Bring
your extras or duplicates to the York meeting and we can
trade. These citizens are very difficult to find and trading
1 for 1 is a great way to fill in your gaps!

Matt Harvazinski, The Villager Editor

villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org

WHITE FARM ANIMALS

JOHN NIEHAUS

Small farm animals were included as part of the Farm
Building and animals sets. They came on a single sprue
and were enclosed in a cellophane package. The majority
of times they were a light brown. White animals are rela-
tively rare. The most recent Bill Nole's guide currently
advertised in The Villager notes to add $50 for white ani-
mals. The animals in the photo were part of a collection
that I recently purchased. They are part of the #1617-100

Farm Buildings & Animal set.

I can state with some certainty that they came with the
buildings as there were no other animals in my purchase.
I do not know whether white animals were also included
in the #1981 Farm Buildings and Animals sets.

Maybe a reader can provide a photo of a #1981 set with
white animals?
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the town of the D&K Railroad. There is never a line of
people waiting to use the phone booths to watch their
favorite shows. WPLA has all the shows for all TV’s with
rabbit ears in the town of the D&K Railroad.

Although I had have building kits that contained a lot of
small pieces of wood that were cut out and painted most
of these are in the industrial area. I had trouble finding
commercial buildings for the retail area and a railroad
station that would fit into my layout. So, I turned to
Plasticville for those buildings. But they look awful, with
bland colors and very little detail. So, I painted these
buildings, and now they look really good. The Plasticville
tollbooth is now painted along with the Frosty Bar in great
detail. Putting some paint on these very plain buildings
makes a big difference on my layout.

It took hours to paint the frosty bar with the detail on the
stools, the soda jerks, the condiment trays, the cash regis-
ters, and Juke boxes on the counter. The floor is concrete
color with a black and white checker floor inside the unit.
I added an s-scale counter person to the Frosty Bar.

The close up of the front of the Frosty Bar shows the detail
of the paint work on the details inside a Frosty Bar. I used
a very thin paint brush. Touching up where the color bled
onto a different color.

I am a big fan of a comic strip called Zippy. I have been
reading Zippy in the newspaper since the last century.
Now its one of those comics that is only available on the
Internet due to newspapers cutting down on how many
comic strip they will print daily.

Zippy is a weird comic strip, most do not get the humor.
Zippy is a character who loves old roadside attractions,
and diners, especially in New Jersey, home to the most
diners in the world. He loves to eat Hostess snack prod-
ucts like Ding Dongs, and donuts, as he has been to Maple
Donuts in York, PA many times, home of the Eastern
Division TCA meet, 2 times a year. And his beverage of
choice is Taco Sauce.

Fans of the comic strip will send Bill Griffin the writer of
Zippy pictures of places around the world, in hopes that
he will used their photos in a strip for a visit by Zippy.
And then you get a mention in a panel, as that would be
known as a Tip. I have four Tips for the comic over the
years. And its not easy getting a tip strip with Mr. Griffin.

I knew Zippy loves ice cream too and visiting ice cream
stands. So I spent hours detailing the Frosty Bar and when
it was done, I emailed Bill pictures of the finished product.
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He wrote back, QUICKLY, wanted to use the photos in a
future strip and I said that would be great.  have sent him
pictures of many things over the years and I never got a
bite from Bill for a possible future Zippy strip. But a toy
building, made the cut. I think this is the first fictitious
place Bill ever included in a comic strip. I later learned
that Bill had Plasticville buildings as a kid, so I must have
hit the right button with him.

This has a number on it of 6260. Maybe it’s the strip
number, as that would be 17 years of Zippy comics, since
atleast 1992. Ibelieve the comic goes further back in time.
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The Plasticville newsletter in 2009 did put the print in a
newsletter, as Bill said that would be okay.

I have a signed colorized print framed in the train room
with 3 other Tip comics that I have credit for, none are
train related, however. I am still trying for tip number 5.
A close up of the signed print framed is shown below.




Serious Buyer

Travels anywhere to buy frain collections!

Long time advertiser buying electric trains!
Specializing in larger train collections and estates.

Will travel anywhere for larger train collections.
In business for over 25 years.
Offers professionalism, confidentiality, and fairness.

Easy to deal with, and very honest!
Please contact Charles Siegel personally by phone, fax, letter, or e-mail.

Charles P. Siegel 321.799.4005

387 Imperial Blvd., Suite 2, Cape Canaveral, FI 32920 Fax 321.799.4044

Email: trainmana@ traincity.com Web site: www.traincity.com
Charles Siegel is president and buyer for Train City, Inc.

REQUESTING INFORMATION ON 2 0Z
BACHMANN PAINTING FLUID BOTTLE

STU ANTHONY

didn't know anything about it but knew I do collect
Plasticville. The label on this bottle is Bachmann Sty-
rene Painting Fluid and Glue. Cost 29 cent. Style 9999. (2
Fluid Oz). I have never seen this bottle however I do

I received this bottle as a Christmas gift. The person
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Classic Toy Trains magazine celebrates the joy of collecting and o ——s ]
operating toy trains from your past. Whether you're a collector or SR
operator, you'll find a wealth of information to inspire your passion as CLnSSIC TDV e
you experience fond memories. S

* O GAUGE

OAND $ GAUGE FOR THE OPERATOR AND COLLECTOR « ek 20 . LAYOUT »x

Your subscription includes 8 issues (1 year) filled with layouts and track
plans, compelling photographs, personal collections, and more.

* How-to projects written e Profiles of collectible
by experts. pre/postwar trains. i -
e Tips, tools, and techniques. * Product news and reviews. S ii
* O & S gauge trains. « Bonus online videos and 250 —§£ ’
track plans.

It's never too late to rediscover
your favorite childhood memories. L

Subscribe Now!

2 EASY WAYS TO ORDER:
ONLINE ClassicToyTrains.com e CALL 877-243-4903

Outside the United States and Canada, call 903-636-1125.



K-LINE’S MOST CREATIVE VARIATION

DoONALD W. HUOVINEN

ost commonly K-Line’s building and accessory
Mvariations are due differences in the color of the

plastic used to mold the item. For example, the
numerous color combinations of the K-4120 Ranch House.
Additionally there are variations due to changes in deco-
rations. K-4105 True Value Hardware Store became K-
4105-1606 High Ground Hardware Store with the addi-
tion of the High Ground Hardware sticker. And of course
many variations are due to changes both in the color of the
plastic but changes in decorations and painting as well.
Witness the dozen variations of the Suburban Station.

Photo 1

But perhaps the most creative variation was the transfor-
The K-121
Switchman’s Tower was K-Line’s version of the Marx No.
2940 Automatic Switchman’s Tower. The K-121 was cata-
loged from the 1986 Regular Catalog through the 2000
Second Edition Catalog The K-121 Switchman’s Tower is
an operating accessory. “As the train approaches this
brightly illuminated Switchman’s Tower, one man moves
to the control panel, and the other moves out onto the
deck to observe... Automatically. When the train passes,

mation of the K-121 Switchman’s Tower.

they return to their original position”. It has unpainted
black legs; unpainted chocolate brown platform, railings,
stairs, windows, and door; unpainted white walls; un-
painted green roof; and unpainted blue men. The accesso-
ry requires minimal assembly; no gluing is required. This
is shown in Photos 1 and 2.

On the 2004 Fall Fair Days catalog cover the K-012103A
North Pole Village was prominently featured. “This

Photo 2

unique Christmas Village is decorated for Santa’s distri-
bution operation at the North Pole”. 5 buildings were
included. The K-402102 Reindeer Residence & Flight
School, based on K-4021, was discussed in the previous
Villager. But what good is an airport without a control
tower? So K-Line also included the K-012103 North Pole
Control Flight Tower. Based upon the K-121 Switchman’s
Tower, this is not an operating accessory. Nor is it illumi-
nated. The walls are unpainted red, the roof unpainted
green, the standards and footings unpainted black, the

Photo 3



Solid White Standing Cow

$10 + S&H
> Buy two, get free shipping!
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window frames unpainted white and the stairs, platform,
and platform support are painted silver. A very colorful
building. Stickers were included to be affixed to the
Tower. The stickers are humorous in nature, e.g. “Wear
shades when “The Nose” is in the area”, and “Elves, be
careful when looking up”. Unlike the K-121 Switchman’s
Tower this building requires total assembly, including
gluing the parts together. A couple of other items of note.
The thickness of the silver paint makes assembly of the Photo 4
stairs difficult. Also note that the building itself is not
identical to the building used on the K-121. Rather it is
taller and has an enlarged opening on the right side wall.
These changes were made when the K-121 building was
modified for use on the K-42418 Operating Loading Plat-
form first shown in the 2003 First Edition Catalog. Photos
3 and 4 show the K-012103 North Pole Control Flight
Tower. Photo 5 shows some of the stickers supplied and
Photo 6 shows the suggested placement of them on the

View: Control Tower Wall #2
. T 3
2oe

Front View

onrw poiz cournoL ff
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Tower. Certainly in can be said the designers at K-Line
were thinking outside of the box when they came up with
this new accessory.

As always I welcome your additions, corrections or com-
ments. This is a work in progress and if you are interested
in K-Line buildings and wish to assist please e-mail me at

dhuov@aol.com.
Photo 6

© 2023, Donald W. Huovinen

K-012103 "North Pole Control" Flight Tower

ELVES,
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Photo 5
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF BLOCK CITY / TRI-STATE PLASTICS

ANDY GERMAN

on Huovinen suggested that I'd be interested in
the Plasticville Collectors Newsletter and indeed
Iam.

D

In looking over past issues, your article on Block City
caught my eye. | had—and still have—several sets I re-
ceived in the 1950s. In case you haven’t seen it, attached is
an (the link to an) article giving the history of Tri-State
Plastics based on an interview with its founder, Robert K.
Gibbs.

According to the article, Tri-State was founded in 1942 for
the purpose of manufacturing parts for slot machines. The
earliest reference to Block City that I have found is in the
1952 Montgomery Ward Christmas catalog. I believe the
blocks were first produced with a round “key” on top,
which was soon replaced with a square key block. If you
have tried to build a wall with the round key block, I'm
sure you'll agree that the square key was a great improve-
ment.

A few years after Block City Tri-State introduced Brick
Town. The Brick Town “brick” was the same length and
width as the standard Block City block but was half the
height, and was brown in color. I believe the similar Block
City block was introduced after Brick Town came out. I
also believe the simulated double hung windows first
appeared in the Brick Town sets.

Gibbs apparently sold his interest to his partner in 1955
and started the Gibbs Automatic Molding Company, also
located in Henderson, Kentucky. Intriguingly, Gibbs
brought out new plastic building sets a year or two later.
The new sets, called Main Street, each produced a specific
commercial building: a supermarket, a car dealership, a
movie theater, a bakery, and a shoe store. They are shown
in the 1957 Sears Wish Book. A jumbo set built all five.

The Main Street blocks have the same dimensions as the
Block City blocks but were molded in soft red plastic. The
top of the blocks were open with two “U” shaped ridges
on each end of the block, the open end of the U facing
inward. The ridges locked the blocks in place. Entrance
and garage doors were molded in clear plastic. Also in-
cluded were four pane windows, horizontal louvered win-
dows, picture windows and doors. The windows could be
opened, as could the doors, and were similar in size to
their Block City counterparts.

Unique to these sets were one piece store fronts. Curved
clear plastic “windows” were snapped into the store fronts

to form display windows. Walls fit into slots in the store
front. Plastic or printed signs specific to each set completed
the effect.

Main Street sets are seen every now and then. I have a few,
including a sealed bakery set and the jumbo set. Unfortu-
nately, the store fronts are usually found to be broken, as
is the case with my jumbo set.

In 1959 Greyshaw of Georgia, Inc., introduced a plastic
block set that is essentially a copy of Block City down to
the fence sections. The blocks have two parallel ridges on
each end to lock them in place. I received a couple of the
smaller sets, called Town and Country, USA, around 1961.
One set seems to have included a wind up motor. Town
and Country set don’t turn up very often, probably be-
cause they weren’t distributed by Wards or Sears.

All of these sets included a roll of cardboard roofing. The
Block City and Town and Country cardboard had printed
roof shingles. The Main Street roll had a skylight printed
on it in keeping with the commercial theme. I find foam
board works better. As shown in the Main Street instruc-
tion book, you turn a few blocks perpendicular to the wall
at the top to provide support. You could create floors using
the same technique.

As to your question about using Block City on a train
layout, I used both Block City and Main Street buildings
on a former layout (along with Auburn bricks and Ameri-
can Plastic Bricks). Doors and windows scale to 32:1, so
these sets work well with Standard Gauge, 1 Gauge, and
even O Gauge.

https://www.thegleaner.com/story/news/columnists/frank-
bovett/2017/01/30/frank-boyett-gambling-plastics-industry-
were-linked-long-ago-henderson/97001502/

JUST TRAINS OF DELAWARE, LLC

812 Interchange Blvd.
Newark, DE 19711
www.justrains.com

Orders (888) 453-9742
Store (302) 266-8063
Fax (302) 368-6447
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1814 SWITCH TOWER B0OX VARIATIONS & THEIR CONTENTS

JOHN NIEHAUS

he #1814 switch tower was marketed in at least

I three different boxes. The first two boxes or the

early boxes are nearly identical but with different
contents.

The tops of the early boxes are the same except for the lack
of a white rectangle with contents information on the
lower box in photo 1. I would characterize the text in the
rectangle on the upper box as bold face. The lower box
does not have the white rectangle.

_ BAChiZANN (5 SCALE S

THE ORIGINAL

e

| BACHMANN GES! SCALE

THE ORIGINAL PLASTIC VILLAGE — JUST SNAP TOGETHER — NO GLUE

The ends of the boxes are also different. The upper box
again has bold face type as seen in photo 2 reading
SWITCH TOWER / 1814 : 150 in all capital letters in the
rectangular box. The lower box has the text Switch Tower /
1814:150 in first cap non-bold text in the rectangular box.

Upon examination of the contents of the box with the bold
text I found that the roof does not have slots for the PLAS-
TICVILLE JUNCTION signs. Photo 3 shows the differenc-
es in the roofs. The roof still has the protrusions on its

Saase |
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PENNSTLVANIA 19124+ MADE ANO PRINTED IN UAA

1IC VILLAGE —
4 T ;- - I‘I.Q GLUE

underside as seen on the roof on the left in photo 3. Why
they were not removed is a mystery if the slots for the
signs were being eliminated. Removing them would have
resulted in a reasonable amount of material savings.

Why the removal of the slots? It is possible that the mold
may have gotten damaged and the part of the mold that
created the sign cavities was removed. Regardless of what
happened the entire roof now shows shingles.

The box with the non-bold text is the earliest of the three
as the roof has the sign slots. It is followed by the similar
looking box with the bold text. The roof in this box does
not have the sign pockets. Last is the different box design
in which the roof also does not have the sign slots. I am
basing the above presumption of box progression on their
contents. The later box is seen in photo 4. Does anyone
have a later verifiable catalogued piece with roof slots?

Photos 1 - 3 are the author's. Photo 4 courtesy of Tandem
Associates: https://www.tandem-associates.com

MUMAWEESSEAS PLASTICULLE U A
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THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO PLASTICVILLE
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Bill Nole’s Classic Guide to Vintage “O" Plasticville is a must-have for all Plasticville,
Lionel, American Flyer and Marx collectors. Long considered the definitive work on this
collectible category, Bill's book features an item-by-item look at every Plasticville O
gauge item ever created by Bachmann during the postwar period. In addition, the book
covers 50th anniversary releases, King Distributing Collector Series, Make’N'Play, Lionel
Plasticville, and much more. This new edition contains current values plus updates from
previous editions. Softcover, 204 pages, color. Order now at PlasticvilleGuide.com for
just $32.95 plus shipping (and tax where applicable).

VISIT PLASTICVILLEGUIDE.COM TO ORDER
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ADDING DETAIL - A GAS METER

JiM BENNETT

to my Christmas platform. I came across these Gas

Meters from “cp.products” on E-Bay. These 3D resin
printed items come as a quantity of 4 on a single base. They
can easily be separated with common scissors. After sepa-
rating use diagonal cutters or and x-acto knife to remove
the sprues. They can either be painted or left in their
original gray color.

I am always looking for ways to add a little more detail

I applied a small dab of wax to the bottom of the Gas
Meter and positioned it on the side of this yellow, Little-
town ranch house. As you can see the result is very aes-
thetic and adds a refreshing touch of detail and realism to
the structure.

HosBY HAVEN

2575 86™ STREET
URBANDALE, lowa 50322
(515) 276-8785
(515) 252-0112 FAX
(800) 697-1213 Our OF Town
http:/www.hobbyhaven.com

The Villager is looking for new contributors. Contact the edi-
tor to find out how to participate and share your knowledge.
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RAILROAD WORK CAR STICKERS

MATTHEW HARVAZINSKI

ears ago I found a 1917 railroad work car with

stickers applied to it. They were a perfect fit for the

structure and I always assumed that someone had
added them after the fact. Some time later I found a sealed
1917 that contained stickers. There are three stickers, a
“POST NO BILLS”, an ACME alarm warning, and drive-in
movie ad. These are shown below still on the sheet.

POST NO BILLS

CAUTION
THIS BUILDING PROTECTED
8Y ALARM

1

GHEE
BEXD AT BUT TO REMOYE FROM BACHING 2 o

w
SEMOVE EACH LABEL CAREFULLY AND PLICE M DESIRE

THE ORIGINAL PLASTIC VILLAGE — —
JUST SNAP TOGETHER — NO GLUE ht woRK CAR

PLASTICVILLE USA; EeE==222 | vovv

BACHMANN BROS., INC., PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19124 . MADE AND PRINTED IN US.A.

The direction sheet lists the parts which include “1 Self
adhesive Signs”. Step 9 tells you to place them on the
walls as you desire. How many other vintage Plasticville
kits came with stickers? One that comes to mind is the
Cheltenham version of the large gas station.

3 1natt
#1917 RAILROAD WORK CAR : . 0" Gauge

List of Parts

1 Front Wall 1 Stack . 2 Floor Supports

1 Rear Wall 1 Door 1 Roof : o
2 Side Walls 1 Awning 1 Self adhesive S1g

1 Floor 1 Steps

Assembly instructions (use photo on box as guide)

: kT St ong
Tnsert door from inside wall with hinge pin in top & bottom position

& gently snap over center tab.

Place all (4) walls in position & snap together.

Push stack into hole provided in side wall. o

Position walls over floor (tabs up) & press ;ig .

Hang awning over door with tab over frogt wa .ort St fi o
Lay entire car over floor supports pushing SUupp

floor. :

Drop roof in place over car. ; ; 1ots on sides of door.
Insert steps in front of door by pushing into 2 slo

Apply signs to car walls as you desire-

INC. phila.Pa. 19124

BACHMANN BROS: >
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K-LINE KRONICLES: -LINE #K-01022 HERSHEY’S TRAIN SET
PASSENGER PLATFORM AND NEWSSTAND

ED BERG

|-y

ne of the really great attributes of K-Line was its
Ouse of ‘villages’ to support their train sets. Using

the old Marx tooling, K-Line produced villages
for Coca-Cola, The North Carolina Tar Heels basketball
team tribute set, Campbell’s Soup, a village just for the
Little Girls Train Set, Christmas, and of course — Hershey’s
Chocolate Town. Of the approximately 20 buildings that
made up the original ‘Marxville’, K-Line would choose a
handful and produce a small town which would then be
included in their train sets. Often, additional buildings
were added as separate sale items. To make things more
interesting, each little town would have different build-
ings in it and appropriate lettering using peel-&-stick
appliques would be included. One village may have the
church but not the barn, or another would have the barn
but not the church. Some villages had factories or barrel
loaders, others not. While most had at least a passenger
station some went without one. This is what makes col-
lecting K-Line so much fun! All that being said, the three
largest of these collections were their Christmas Village
(three separate sets utilizing nearly every one of the old
Marxville molds), Coca-Cola, and Hershey’s.

The genesis for this article was me pulling out my K-Line
No. K-1401 Hershey's 100th Anniversary Set from 1994. I
hadn’t run this train in many years and wanted to set it up
again and what fun it was! The train set includes a Passen-
ger Shelter, Newsstand, Whistling Station, Barn, Ranch
House, and various figures and accessories.

Additional buildings available as separate sale were; Fac-
tory, Water Tower, Confection & Fountain Store, Diner,
Barrel Loader, and Passenger Station without whistle (and
in different colors than that which came in the train set).
With eleven separate structures this was a premier offer-
ing for K-Line!
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The buildings included in the train set were packaged
simply in clear plastic bags — no boxes. While most build-
ings consisted of parts that were molded in appropriate
colors, this station platform and newsstand had painted
pieces to more closely match the milk chocolate brown of
the candy.

The station platform is brown when viewed from the top.

In this photo you can clearly see the gray of the molded
plastic showing behind the brown over spray.

The roof of the newsstand appears brown.




However, the roof (which is part of the back wall piece as
one casting) has been spray painted brown. The original
gray casting can barely be seen in this photo.

The passenger shelter measures 13”W x 3 7/8”D x 4 ¥%"H

The newsstand measures 3 4”W (at the offline) x 1 3/8”D
x2Vi"H

Ed “ICE” Berg
Las Vegas, NV

R Doug Wolff Daily 12 -8

BUYING,OLD.TOYS ‘ 1985
SEULRARERAIRVALISTYPES IS ‘ Owner , Sat. 10-5
y 7 Sun. - Call

Unde rirou nd

-]

Railr pad S hoppe

s q Road Ne £aS 'EB‘.‘ &4 294912 / =
LOU PALUMBO trainplum@yahoo.com : 283 East County Line Road

PROPRIETOR www.undergroundrrshop.com Tel: 215-322-5182 Hatboro, PA 19040
Fax: 215-322-5227 www.JoesTrainStation.com
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WHAT READERS ARE SAYING

Is there an HO price guide in existence? Lud Spinelli To
the best of my knowledge there has not been an HO price guide
ever created. John Niehaus

This reply is in response to questions raised by Jim Ben-
nett in the April edition of The Villager regarding repairs to
plastic village pieces. I do not feel that it is unethical to
repair a plastic village piece with reproduction or fabricat-
ed parts if a note is made as to what was done to the piece
to "make it whole". It is my policy that if I sell something
that has fabricated or reproduction pieces I note that when
I sell the item. I note that when I sell the item it has
un-repaired damage such as a broken roof corner. I don't
feel that a note is necessary if a piece that was missing
pieces is completed with original parts.

My rating for a piece with reproduction pieces would
probably be a 5. I would also inform the buyer that the
piece contains reproduction parts and suggest that it is a
good piece for a layout but not really collectible. John
Niehaus

What do you know about the HO gas station 45196 being
discontinued? Anthony Pagano Item number 45196 was the
stock number assigned to the 75th anniversary gas station in the
2022 New Releases flyer. It was not shown in Bachmann's ad

on the last page of the April Villager. I checked with my contact
at Bachmann and was informed that the HO Gas Station will
not be produced due to the unavailability of the molding equip-
ment. It seems as if all four of the O scale pieces will be produced
though. John Niehaus

I heard that the Plasticville 75th Anniversary pieces I
preordered will now be delivered at the end of August
instead of the beginning of May as I was originally told.
Maybe we’ll get them by the 77th Anniversary! Just want-
ed to let you know. - Jim Bennett

In the latest What Readers are Saying column someone
asked where they could purchase puck lights. I get mine
from Amazon. They're great for lighting Plasticville up. I
use them on my platform every year. - Jim Bennett

Please feel free to send comments or
questions to our editor or any of the other

people listed on our Contacts web page.

LIONEL TRAINS

MOUNTAIN LAKES, NJ

AL AL A Al A A AL AT A A A WA AR . R R R R R R TR -

The Train Station
Farmi — 12Romaine Road Direct dealer and
oa';'ze%“;?:c:;’g., " Mountain Lakes NJ 07046 Authorized Lionel
r Phone 973-263-1979 Service Station

www.Train-Station.com

Sign up for our weekly e-mail at info@train-station.com for sales, promotions, Lionel news, & Plasticville too!

Huge inventory of vintage and modern Lionel and MTH in stock.

We ship daily!

Find us atYork every April & October in the ORANGE Hall,

David Shaw TCA # 87.25439 Sue Shaw PCA# 14 883



1

N

FEVER

Sold For $40,000

Thinking of Selling Your Trains?
WE ARE A FULL SERVICE AUCTION CO.

Coast To Coast, We Do The Most!
Willing To Travel & Do All Aspects of Selling Your Collection
Carefully Packing, Hauling, Professional Cataloging
& Marketing Your Trains.

BENEFITS OF SELLING AT AUCTION
ARE THAT WE ARE WORKING FOR YOU.
Our Experience Has Shown That Opposed To Selling Privately,
Our Auction Results Are Often More Than Double!

QUICK CONSIGNOR PAYMENT FOLLOWING SALE.

ALWAYS ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE COLLECTION
HO e Prewar e Post War Lionel e American Flyer e Ives e LGB
Modern Era of Numerous Manufacturers
Plasticville & Other Accessories
WE ALSO SELL TOYS, RAILROADIANA, AUTOMOBILIA
& RELATED ITEMS.

A Lifetime Of Experience

TED MAURER: Auctioneer - TCA# 66-1613 Visit Us
BOB HOMAN: Auctioneer - TCA# 15-71045 In The
JOHN HUMS: Auctioneer - TCA# 17-73048
RUSS MULLER: Cataloging Team - TCA# 87-24627 Orange Hall
GARY SCHOENLY: General Manager - TCA# 10-65778 At The
JARED SCHOENLY: Proprietor - TCA# 12-67424 TCA York Meets
“Service Beyond Our Years”
T Call 800 789-5068 or
ABIN [FEVER 610 587-8139
oo | A7
&—I AUCTION> Auction Co. # AY002122

Check www.CabinFeverAuctions.com
For Details, Photos and to be placed on our Email List for Upcoming Events.
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BACK IN THE BOX / A CONTINUING SERIES ON REPACKING PLASTICVILLE
MH-2 New England Ranch

JOHN L. NIEHAUS

the top of its box. I sometimes wonder how the pro-
duction workers at Bachmann were able to get the
pieces into the box.

It is not uncommon to see this building sticking out of

Place the box in front of you with it open and the top
folded away from you.

Photo 1: Place the back wall, face up, against the upper
right hand corner of the box with its bottom touching the
back of the box - sorry for the poor illustration. Place the
two short walls and the front porch floor face up and
against the front right corner of the box as shown. Note
that the pin side of the porch floor should be towards the
front of the box.
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Photo 2: Place the long front wall face up against the back
wall with its bottom towards the back of the box. Place the
short roof section on top of the porch floor to the left of the
wall with the window.

Photo 3: Place the chimney section wall face up on top of
the front wall with the top of the chimney touching the
right front corner of the box. Place the front entry wall
over the small roof section.

Photo 4: Place the small side wall over the chimney sec-
tion. Place the large side wall over the front entry wall.

Lionel * Plasticville - American Flyer

www.GarysTrains.com

GARY’S TRAINS

BUY - SELL « REPAIR

Gary Mosholder
gtrains186@gmail.com
Davidsville PA 15928
814-341-8717




Photo: 5 Place the smaller roof section upside down with
the gable to the left rear corner.

Photo 6: Place the large roof section, the chimney side and
antenna into the box.

The photos with this article are my step by step process to
get it "back in the box". I would like to hear from anyone
who has other methods for getting this piece, or any
others, "back in the box. My apologies for the quality of
the parts shown.

The photos with this article are my step by step pro-
cess to get it "back in the box". I would like to hear
from anyone who has other methods for getting this
piece, or any others, "back in the box.

SOMMERFELD'S TRAINS

12620 W. Hampton Ave. @ Butler, WI 53007

JACK MATT LEE
BUY @ SELL @ TRADE g
P e, e, S

TOY TRAINS ¢ MODEL TRAINS g OLD TOYS

TL!es.-Thurs. 10-6 GeOe Se Hoe N g 2 Scales
g:?a% 18 = g REPAIRS and UPGRADES

urday -
Sunday (Nov.-Dec.) 11-4 (262) 783-7797
Monday closed FAX (262) 783-9815

www.sommerfelds.com e-mail: Questions@sommerfelds.com

Quantities are limited

to arrange purchase and shipping

5'" Anniversary 10'" Anniversary 20" Anniversary
336 total pieces made 240 total pieces made 264 total pieces made
$85 plus shipping $100 plus shipping $65 plus shipping

only 6 remaining
Items are from the Plasticville Collectors Association Archives
Proceeds will be used to support the continuation of the
Plasticville Collectors Association website at http://plasticvilleusa.org

All buildings are in their factory sealed packages
Contact: secretary@plasticvilleusa.org or mail to PCA, 601 SE Second St, Ankeny, lowa 50021
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PLASTICVILLE
ORIGINAL PARTS

Large, Small, Solid Color and Marbled Pieces

Original window inserts for most buildings
Lights for Schoolhouses, Police Stations, and Banks
Windows, Doors, and Garage doors for every building
Chimneys for Suburban Stations, Cape Cods, and Ranch Houses
Smokestacks and Antennas for most buildings including Factories
Jewels for Turnpike Interchanges, Signal Bridges, and Block Signals
Chimney Corners, Caps, Sirens, and Antennas for Police and Fire Stations
Gas pumps, Oil Racks, and Pump Islands for all Gas Stations
Patio roofs, Floors and Posts for Two Story Houses
Chimney Halves, Sides, and Caps for most houses
Stairways and Front Walkways for Switch Towers
Stools, Signs, and Front Counters for Frosty Bars
Fence Sections and other parts for Cattle Pens
Front Steps and Awnings for many buildings
Front Porches for New England Ranchers
Railings for Factories and Union Stations
Weathervanes for most buildings

Many more original parts.

Marx, Littletown, Skyline, K-Line also available

Send your want list to:
johnin@netins.net

or mail to: Member:
Fville Parts Flasticville Collectors Association
601 5E Second 5t Train Collectors Association

Ankeny, lowa 50021-3207 Lionel Collectors Club of America
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It's taken you decades to build the perfect collection
full of rare gems. You've brought model railroading to
perfection and your empire is the envy of all who see it.

Nothing is permanent though, not even the gleaming
treasure in your basement, and it’s time to downsize to
the rarest of the rare and let the rest move on to anoth-
er collector.

With over 45 years of experience, Trainz makes it
easy to sell your collection. Save yourself the time and
frustration of photographing, listing, and shipping
your trains piece by piece by letting Trainz handle it

Il

Rl

“I find their buying service is honest —_
with fair price offers.” -David
“Trainz is a great one-stop shop,for bot! k ;‘?
buymg and sellmg trains” -Edwiyl = =1

A

"

for you. Don’t want to pack up your collection and

mail it in? We'll come to you. Don't trust your living
history with just anyone.

Chief Engineer Scott Griggs has been collecting
since 1975, and knows how important our shared
hobby is. Trainz has worked with thousands of collec-
tors over the years and we'll do our best to help
shepherd your collection to new owners.

Join David, Edward, and thousands of others by
asking Trainz to help sell your collection.

TRAINZGER

Chief Engineer Scott Griggs
www.trainz.com/pca | sellyourtrains@trainz.com | (866) 285-5840



THE PCA CORNER STORE

ITEMS FOR SALE BY THE PCA

Send a description of item you wish to purchase and a check or money order, payable to Plasticville Collectors
Association for the total amount to Plasticville Collectors Association, 601 SE Second Street, Ankeny, IA 50021-3207.

Personalized address labels

A sheet of 30, personalized, high-quality color labels are available from the PCA. The labels will include the PCA
logo in color and up to four lines of address. Each label is a generous 1 x 2 5/8 inches. The price is $1.00 per sheet
plus $1.50 P&H for up to three sheets. Please add 20 cents per additional sheet over three.

PCA T-shirt

Navy blue 100% cotton, short sleeve shirt T-shirt with the PCA logo printed on the front in white. The prices are $18
for small through X-Large, $19 for XX-Large and $20 for XXX-Large, shipping included, for each shirt. Please order
the next larger size if you are concerned with fit. *** Only szie M is currently in stock ***

PCA ballpoint pen

PCA silver barrel with blue soft grip, black ink ballpoint pen with silver accents. The pen is imprinted Plasticville
Collectors Assn, www.plasticvilleusa.org in two lines in blue lettering. $4.00, postpaid.

** SOLD OUT ** Coffee Mug with PCA logo ** SOLD OUT **

White ceramic 11 oz. ceramic mug. PCA blue or black logo. $9.95 or two for $15.95, postpaid. Please specify your
color choice when ordering. Only 24 pieces of black logo mugs were produced. 1 black remaining.

PCA Ball Caps
Dark Blue, Velcro-back ball cap with white PCA logo embroidered on the front. $13.00 postpaid. 10 remaining
Billboard Inserts
Printed on white cardstock. $5.00 postpaid or emailed as a PDF for free. Two versions available:

1. “Welcome to Plasticville” billboard inserts Six identical inserts, sized to fit Plasticville billboard frames depicting
a 50’s vintage auto passing a billboard on its way into town with the same greeting.

2. Seven different subjects plus one “Welcome To Plasticville” inserts including Friskies dog food, Motorola,
Mercury and Lincoln autos, Sunoco and Gulf motor oil, and Eberhard Faber pink erasers. All are mid-fifties
vintage.

Recently I received a question about which issue a specific article

. o appeared in. While I am happy to help, there is also a self-help option.
ﬁ ‘d you Q(p.ow. On the PCA website hover over the ‘Newsletter’ tab then pick “Article
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PRODUCT REVIEW

JOHN L. NIEHAUS

New Jersey's Trolley Heritage, Kenneth C Springirth, 128
pages, softcover, 8 ¥2x11 inch format, $28.99. Published by
America Through Time. Color and black and white pho-
tos nicely captioned throughout. It is in the same format
as that of Arcadia Publishing’s Images Of series of books in
that the majority of the content is photos with captions.
This book is one of eleven books from this author related
to streetcars or trolleys of specific cities.

The book contains acknowledgments, an introduction,
and seven chapters. The acknowledgments contain one
photo while the introduction contains another ten photos.
Each chapter is dedicated to a specific trolley line and is
prefaced by a one to two page introduction. Some of the
introductions also contain a route map.

The chapters include Shore Fast Line (Atlantic City &
Shore Railroad), Atlantic City Trolley Cars, Five Mile
Beach Electric Railway, Pennsylvania-Reading Seashore
Lines, Route 7 City Subway in New York, Hudson-Bergen
Light Rail Line, and River Line. The initial four chapters
are dedicated to early lines while the remaining three
discuss lines that are late twentieth century and early
twenty first century lines, some of which are still in oper-
ation.

Norfolk Southern in Hampton Roads, Elizabeth Ownley
Cooper, 127 pages, softcover, 6 %2x9 V4 format, $21.99.
Published by Arcadia Publishing as part of their Images of
America series. Black and white photos and illustrations
throughout, heavily captioned and attributed. I was sur-
prised to find this book published as part of the Images of
America series rather than as part of the Images of Rail series.

I lived in Virginia Beach while in the Navy but never
understood the term Hampton Roads. I decided to re-
search what it meant as I was certain that there was no city
named Hampton Roads in the area although there is a city
named Hampton. My research revealed that Hampton
refers to Henry Wriothesley, 3rd Earl of Southampton
who was a strong supporter of the colonization of Virgin-
ia. Roads or more accurately roadstead refers to a body of
water sheltered from rip currents, spring tides, or ocean
swell where ships can lie reasonably safely at anchor.
There are a few others around the world including one in
Hawaii.

The book begins with the usual acknowledgements and
introduction, followed by seven chapters. Each chapter is
prefaced with a single page introduction. Three different
railroads have their own chapter. They are the Norfolk &

This was a very interesting book
to me as I have always been inter-

ested in trolleys and avail myself ii”“H
of a ride on any that I happen
across. Because of that one of my
favorite cities is San Francisco. I
hope you will enjoy this book as
much as I did.

New Jersey's Trolley Heritage
may be ordered for $28.99 from
Through Time wusing their
www.through-time.com. It is also available from Arcadia
Publishing at https://arcadiapublishing.com for $20.29.
Arcadia handles distribution of America Through Time’s
titles in the U.S.

KENNETH C. SPRINGIRTH

America website at

To order from Arcadia: click on the magnifying glass near
the top of the home page at arcadiapublishing.com, type
in the book name, and click on the magnifying glass again
to be directed to the book. Both Barnes and Noble’s and
Amazon’s website list the book but at the publisher’s list
price of $28.99.

Western Railway, Southern
Railway, and the Virginian
Railway. The second chap-
ter discusses and illustrates
with heavily captioned pho-
tos how Norfolk, Virginia
became the top coal exporter
on the East Coast. It was
interesting to read that more
than one railroad competed
for the lucrative coal export &
trade.

Chapter four bears the title,
Building a Resort at Virginia
Beach. 1 never thought of Virginia Beach as a resort when
I was stationed at the nearby Oceana Naval Air Station.
Virginia Beach was mostly homes by then with a few
name motels and other businesses along the oceanfront.
A narrow gauge rail line was completed in 1890 to a newly
constructed hotel in Virginia Beach. Rail service continued
until about 1940 when roads became the preferred way to
travel.
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This book was somewhat of a revisiting of where I spent
I enjoyed the book due to the
rekindling of old memories but believe that you will also
enjoy it. The photos and their captions tell the story quite
well. Those and the illustrations, maps, and reproduced
architectural drawings are well worth the asking price.

my time in the Navy.

Norfolk Southern in Hampton Roads is available from
Arcadia Publishing at https://arcadiapublishing.com.
Click on the magnifying glass near the top of the home
page, type in the book name, and click on the magnifying

The Rise and Fall Of Pennsylvania Station, Gregory
Biloto, 127 pages, softcover, 6 ¥x9 Y format, $21.99.
Published by Arcadia Publishing as part of their Images of
Rail series. Black and white photos and illustrations
throughout, heavily captioned and attributed.

Pennsylvania Station was built by the Pennsylvania Rail-
road during the gilded age when ostentation was in
vogue. It was by far the more ostentatious than its” rival
the New York Central’s Grand Central Terminal. Both
were built mainly to outshine each other and to flaunt
each railroad’s wealth.

This book has but five chapters with each chapter having
a single page prologue. These follow the customary ac-
knowledgements and introduction. The first chapter in-
cludes stereoscope slides as well as photos of
pre-Pennsylvania Station and pre-Grand Central Termi-
nal New York. It explains how most rail travelers had to
ferry across the Hudson due to the monopoly over rail
travel by the NYCHRR in New York City. There are also
photos of the Vanderbilt home in NYC. The second chap-
ter, The Construction Of Pennsylvania Station begins with
photos of the main architects. It also contains photos of
buildings that these gentlemen designed prior to Pennsyl-
vania Station. It also contains a photo of a woman by the
name of Evelyn Nesbit. The caption on the photo referenc-
es the book The Great Gatsby but does little more to tell
why her photo is included. A quick Google search re-
vealed that she was married and carrying on an affair with
Stanford White, one of the Pennsylvania Station architects.
White was killed by her husband in 1906.

Chapter three is twenty six pages of views of the complet-
ed station. Pennsylvania Station offered such amenities as
a barber shop, snack bar, ladies private waiting room to
name a few. The General Post Office was also connected
to the station.

Later Years And Destruction, the title of chapter four defines
the decline in the use of and deterioration of Pennsylvania
Station. The photos sadly show this but not before pro-

glass again to be directed to the book. It is listed on
Amazon’s website for as low as $11.55 for softcover and
$9.35 for hardcover. It is available through Barnes and
Noble at $21.99 for softcover and $40.99 for hardcover.
The discount bookseller Hamilton Books
(www.hamiltonbook.com) lists the softcover edition at
$17.95.

viding photos of the
Station’s war efforts.
One fact noted in this
chapter is that the Sta-
tion was designed with-
out escalators but was
retrofit with many in
later years. Grand Cen-

SR
THE RISE AND FALL
OF PENNSYLVANIA
STATION

tral Terminal was ini-
tially designed with
escalators. There are |
numerous photos of the &
Station’s destruction as |
well as the partial con- |
struction of the first |
Madison Square Gar- £
dens.

The final chapter notes that a sad remnant of Pennsylvania
Station resides under the current Madison Square Garden.
There are also photos of proposals for the redevelopment
of it and the nearby Post Office.

A bibliography and index follows the chapters. Many
architectural terms are used in the first two chapters of
this book. A brief dictionary of those terms would have
been a great addition. Regardless of the lack of an archi-
tectural term dictionary I found this to be a very interest-
ing book and definitely recommend it.

The Rise and Fall Of Pennsylvania Station is available
from Arcadia Publishing at
https://arcadiapublishing.com. Click on the magnifying
glass near the top of the home page, type in the book
name, and click on the magnifying glass again to be direct-
ed to the book. It is listed on Amazon’s website for as low
as $15.12 for softcover, $31.99 for hardcover, and $12.99 in
Kindle format. It is available through Barnes and Noble
for $21.99 softcover, $31.99 hardcover, and $11.49 in Nook
format.
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BACHMANN?®

2022 marked 75 years since Bachmann paved the way in providing injection molded plastic scenery items for model railroaders and hobbyists
with Plasticville® U.S.A. buildings and kits. From shops and homes to farms and railroad structures, the no-stress, easy-to-assemble designs have
endured in popularity, and the line continues to incorporate many of the same nostalgic items that your parents or grandparents may have
assembled. In celebration of 75 years, Bachmann is pleased to announce a limited line of some of the most popular Plasticville® structures as they
appeared in original product illustrations, complete with collectible 75th-anniversary packaging, ready to build and add to your town or village.

HO Scale

75th ANNIVERSARY CATHEDRAL 75th ANNIVERSARY SWITCH TOWER 75th ANNIVERSARY MOTEL
Item No. 45195 MSRP: $32.00 Item No. 45197 MSRP: $24.00 Item No. 45198 MSRP: $34.00

O Scale

~Teer——
75th ANNIVERSARY CATHEDRAL 75th ANNIVERSARY HOBO SHACKS
Item No. 45630 MSRP: $34.00 Item No. 45631 MSRP: $34.00

75th ANNIVERSARY ROADSIDE STAND 75th ANNIER-SARY SPLIT LEVEL HOUSE
Item No. 45632 MSRP: $34.00 Item No. 45633 MSRP: $43.00
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