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K-LINE AUTOMOBILES

DONALD W. HUOVINEN

K‑Line  identified  their  automobiles  as K‑4160 As‑
sorted Automobiles (10).   The automobiles were
first cataloged  in 1981 and continued to be cata‑

loged through the 2000 First Edition catalog.

The K-Line Automobiles were produced using the Marx
molds.  Therefore the automobiles were very much like
the Marx  automobiles.    The major difference  is  that  the
Marx cars have metal axles and wheels which are flush at
the end whereas the K-Line automobiles have plastic
wheels and axles that are pointed at the ends.  Additional-
ly the K-Line vehicles come in a seemingly endless rain-
bow of colors.

The automobiles were produced in two very distinct vari-
eties which I am going to identify as Older Vehicles and
Modern Vehicles.  Both varieties were given the same
catalog number, K-4160, even though they were distinctly
different.

Older Vehicles

These vehicles were described in the 1956 Sears Wishbook
as a “Set of 8 cars for your service station.  Latest foreign
and domestic models of Ford, Cadillac, Buick, Chrysler,

DeSoto, Sabre Jet, 2 foreign racing cars”.  The models have
been identified by body style and front end styling as the
grills were often the most distinctive feature of a manufac-
turer and changed each year.  The models are stylized
representations of these vehicles and are pre�y decent
considering they are mass produced plastic models.    The
8 vehicles modeled are: 1953 Ford Business Coupe (Photos
1 and 2), 1952 Cadillac Sedan (Photos 3 and 4), 1951 Buick

XP-300 Concept Car (Photos 5 and 6), 1953 Chrysler New
Yorker Newport (Photos 7 and 8), 1953 DeSoto Sportsman
(Photos 9 and 10), 1951 GM LeSabre Concept Car (Photos
11 and 12), 1953 Jaguar XK-120 (Photos 13 and 14), and a
1937 Talbot-Lago T150-C SS “Gou�e d’Eau” Coupe (Pho-
tos 15 and 16).

Photo 1 & 2

Photo 3 & 4

Photo 5 & 6
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Photo 7 & 8

Photo 9 & 10

Photo 11 & 12

Photo 13 & 14

Photo 15 & 16

Photo 17 & 18

Photo 19 & 20

Photo 21 & 22

Colors

The automobiles were produced in a wide variety of col-
ors as the pictures show.  The colors of the older vehicles
seemed to be a bit more subdued than the modern vehicles.

Wheels/Axles

The wheels/axles could either be white or black.  The box
typically included 10 sets of white wheels/axles and 10
sets of black wheels/axles packaged in a small plastic bag.
The wheels/axles were to be a�ached to the cars by the
buyer.

Packaging

Because each box includes 10 automobiles and there are
only eight different automobiles,  there can be an almost
infinite variation of cars included.

The older vehicles have been observed in Type 1 and Type
13 boxes.

Modern Vehicles

These vehicles were described in the 1963 Sears Christmas
Book as “8 new-model cars”.  Five of these eight vehicles
were re-issued by K-Line.  They are: 1960 Cadillac El
Dorado (Photos 17 and 18), 1960 Chevrolet Corvair Sedan
(Photos 19 and 20), 1960 Thunderbird (Photos 21 and 22),

1960 Pontiac Bonneville (Photos 23 and 24), and 1960 VW
Beetle (Photos 25 and 26).

Colors

The automobiles were produced in a wide variety of col-
ors as the pictures show.  The colors of the modern vehi-
cles seemed to be a bit brighter than the older vehicles.

Wheels/Axles

The wheels/axles could either be white or black.  It has
been observed that automobiles that were packaged in
boxes could have both colors or only one color.  The
wheels/axles were packaged in a separate plastic bag and
were to be a�ached to the automobile by the buyer.
Automobiles that came in header bags have only been
observed with black wheels/axles and came a�ached to
the automobiles.

Packaging

Because each box includes 10 automobiles and there are
only five different automobiles,  it would seem that each
package would include two of each automobile.  Al-
though this did happen on occasion, more often than not
the automobiles were a mixed lot of varieties and colors.
For example one sealed header bag included eight VW
beetles in four different colors and two Pontiacs in another
color.



4

The newer vehicles have been observed in Type 1, Type 13
and Type 14 boxes as well as in Type 1C Header Bags.

Additional Information

In addition to being packaged for sale, two of the modern
automobiles were always included in the K-57XX Auto-
mobile Car (various road names).  The automobiles were
actually placed inside of the automobile car.   Although
prototypically correct it adds nothing visually compared
to automobiles mounted on flat cars or auto racks.

Also three of the modern automobiles were included as
components of a set K-1201, Santa Fe Steam Special, and
two automobiles were included as components of set
K-1107, Pennsylvania Iron Horse. As always I welcome your additions, corrections or com-

ments. This is a work in progress and if you are interested
in K-Line buildings and wish to assist please e-mail me at
dhuov@aol.com.

© 2021, Donald W. Huovinen

Photo 23 & 24

Photo 25 & 26

mailto:dhuov@aol.com
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You will notice that this issue is a bit thin on
content, I hope that can change next year. To
change I will need your help, please consider
updating our readers about any pandemic
related projects you competed on your lay-

out or collection. I am sure with the stay at home orders
and reduced travel many of you have had extra time to
devote to the hobby. It would be great to share that with
our readers.

We will try again next year with three issues, April, Au-
gust, and December. Hopefully there is sufficient content
to fill the pages. I have a few ideas for upcoming articles,
but I am sure that many of you know more than me and
can provide additional content!

It was nice to see the small group that assembled in York
this past October, and hope to see more of you in April.

Ma� Harvazinski, The Villager Editor

villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org

EDITOR’S COLUMN

THE YORK REPORT

MATTHEW HARVAZINSKI

There was a small group for the PCA meeting at
lunch time on Friday.  Five of use gathered and it
was great to be back in person at York. The show

was busy but did not seem crowded, possibly due to the
wider walkways in the trading halls. There was a lot of
Plasticville out, prices ranged from a real bargain to extor-
tion! A lot of the Plasticville was boxed, and there were
some rare items here and there.  Some of these included
the rarely seen 1609 Street Accessories blister pack, SA-9
Outhouse dealer box. One dealer had a large collection of
Master Units, these are always enjoyable to look at be-
cause of  box artwork.  I was unfortunately too late to see
the master unit with the citizens molded in color, that was
sold just before I got to the table.  There were also a few
boxed items of Li�letown, which are rarely seen, unfortu-
nately none of the sets I found were complete.

Overall it was great to be back, there were some great
finds at reasonable prices if you had the patience to look.
One thing that stood out was the large number of dealers
that had 10 or more boxed items on the table. I do not
recall as many individual sellers with Plasticville in the
recent shows pre-pandemic.

mailto:villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org
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A RUNNER'S FIRST REAL LOOK AT LITTLETOWN

ERIC MALGREN

August  12,  2021  –  I  received my first  ever  Li�le-
town accessories in the mail today, some 65 years
after receiving my first ever Plasticville accesso‑

ries. That the two arrived at the same time was a coinci-
dence since I ordered them on different days. The first of
the two as ordered was a set of streetlights, 23 to be exact,
with an original box. The second was a 101 supermarket.

I ordered the streetlights not so much because they were
Li�letown, but because I wanted more streetlights, and
the price was right. I was not even aware of Li�letown
accessories until I was at a swap meet in Eau Claire,
Wisconsin in 2018. That’s when I saw one of the small
stores with bakery inserts on the table of PPC member.
The price was more than right based on what I have since
seen for similar structures on eBay. However, I passed
because it did not fit my plans at the time. Several months
later, I kind of wished I had grabbed it.

As I was purchasing the store, I saw an irony to it. The
SM‑6  supermarket  was  the  first  Plasticville  building  I
remember ge�ing after receiving my first electric train for
Christmas in 1959. I was crazy about electric trains in
those days. My dad had one that seldom came out from
the box under the bed. So, I wanted an electric train of my
own. I could hardly stop talking about wanting an electric
train. I drove my friends crazy about wanting an electric
train. They had other interests. I drove my parents crazy
about it. They kept telling me I had to be eight before I
could have one (I was a Christmas baby, so I only had to
wait a week once the time came, but what a week). I even
remember a class activity where we had each put a ques-
tion in a jar for a special class panel to pull and discuss.
Mine was, “Should children under eight years old be
allowed to have electric trains?” Is this starting to sound
like “A Christmas Story?” I guess I do not need to tell you
whose question was pulled first. I cannot remember how
the discussion went, but I do remember someone com-
menting that they knew who wrote the question as all
eyes turned toward me.

However, as I looked at the streetlights, it suddenly hit me
that the supermarket was not my first Plasticville accesso‑
ry. There was another that I had been given several years
earlier. I suspect I was five at the time. My Aunt and Uncle
gave me a windup train for Christmas. A short time later
Dad came home with one of those red cards with 2 street-
lamps on it. I suspect he found them at either Woolworth’s
or Kress’s in downtown Sea�le. It was probably Kress’s
because I remember there was a fair selection of small
Plasticville stuff in their basement when I was a kid. Wow!

Streetlights for my train. But the real excitement came the
next morning. My Mom told me that they had placed the
lamps on the fireplace mantel so they would not get bro‑
ken. When they turned out the lights to go to bed, they
glowed. My mother would go on to work with toddlers
and preschoolers. She new just the right tone to use to
generate curiosity and wonder in her soon to be kinder-
gartner. Naturally, I had to see for myself – right now. But
it was daylight and even with the lights out and the
curtains drawn, the house was not dark enough for the
glow to show. Then I remembered the bathroom. I am not
sure if there was a window in it, but with the door closed
and the light out, it was dark, very dark. And the lights
did glow. I know I still had the windup train after we
moved that summer to the house where I grew up. I also
know why I still know, but I would rather not go into it
(stupid  kid  stuff).  However,  I  do  not  know  what  hap‑
pened to those 2 street lamps. I may have still have had
them when I got my electric train. I might still have them
now for all I know. Plasticville streetlights all look pre�y
much alike. But I doubt it. The fact that my supermarket
survived is a miracle in itself.

But I am not a kid anymore. I am an adult, an obsessive-
compulsive adult with an over-infatuation with details.
The ironies on memory lane gave way to a close look at
what I had purchased. Doubtless my observations have
been  addressed  before.  The  first  thing  I  noticed when  I
unwrapped the lights was that one was broken at the base.
Based on the eBay picture it was clear that it was the
victim of overly zealous packing. The 23 lights were
wrapped tightly in bubble wrap then stuffed back into the
original box. I am not a collector and I assumed when I
bought them that they were likely not collectors quality

12 Li�letown Street Lights stand in front of the original box.
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based on the price. I got them to use on my layout and a
bit of plastic cement put the damaged pole back in work-
ing order. So, this observation is just for the sake of those
who do ship things. Be careful. Bubble wrap may be light
weight, but it is more unforgiving than tissue paper when
stuffed in a box.

The next thing I noticed was that the lights had been glued
to some kind of layout. All of them have a grainy brown
texture on the bo�om. The grain is likely from the surface
they were glued to, but as to the origin of the color, I am
not enough of an expert to determine if I was looking at
the glue, paint from the surface the lights were glued to,
or some actual stained strands wood grain. Since I intend
to glue them down myself, this is another minor detail,
although the stuff I use can be peeled off fairly easily.

From there, I found myself looking
at the streetlights themselves. Two
things stood out immediately, the
stands and the lamps heads. Plas-
ticville streetlights have 2 li�le
holes in the base for a�aching the
lamps to the scenery. These Li�le-
town lamps have 2 slots instead.
The lamp heads appeared smaller
than I remembered their Plas-
ticville counterparts to be. I also
noticed that they did not appear to
be as cleanly detailed at the top
and some of them had a very no-
ticeable indent in the side like they
had been melted. The indent was
consistent enough across my sam-

pling to indicate that this had to be a production flaw. The
lamp heads do not seem to sit cleanly on the poles either.
There is a gap between the light head and the pole on
every one of them. I am in Tacoma, WA and most of my
stuff went back to Baraboo, WI earlier this year. I do still
have a couple of the Plasticville lights with me, so I dug
one out. My observations to this point, particularly about

the lamps, proved correct. Plasticville’s lamp heads are
larger, have sharper detail and they also sit on the top of
the pole. Turns out the bases of the two products are the
same size, but the Li�letown pole is both thicker and taller
(by ⅝”) than the Plasticville version.

I was more surprised when I opened the 101 Supermarket.
I knew when I bought it that it was not a collector’s piece.
I wanted one for my currently non-existent layout and did
not want to mortgage the house to get one. This was the
yellow walls, green roof and green doors version. I sus-
pected from the picture that it might be glued. The origi-
nal windows were replaced with clear plastic displaying
a couple of sale signs that look like something that came
in an HO kit I once had. I keep thinking that sheet of signs
is in one of my miscellaneous parts boxes in Baraboo. The
market marquee as pictured was reversed and, based on
photos I have seen of other examples, the raised le�ering
had been highlighted in black and the trim given a green
stripe. One of the facade details across the front had also
been highlighted in green. The door frame was trimmed
in black. The roof also appeared to be black. As I suspect-
ed, the building was glued, which is okay. The marquee
was not glued so all I had to do was turn it around. And
all the window openings, front, side, and back, had clear
plastic glued behind them.

None of this surprised or offended me. All in all, this store
was going to look good in town, once I get a chance to get
my town together. What caught me by surprise was the
size. Maybe someone somewhere has made the dimen-
sions of Li�letown structures available on the Internet or
in a book. I have had only pictures to look at.  The store as
I have seen it in pictures looked a cross between Plas-
ticville's large supermarket and the K-line version. So, I

A Plasticville street
light stands between a
pair of its Li�letown
counterparts. Note the
difference in the bases.

Li�letown lamp heads with what appear to be casting
flaws. Note the gaps between the head and the base.

The 101 Supermarket, showing the clear plastic windows with
sticker signs, the added black entryway trim, the added green
stripe on the facade of the building and marquee, the black
highlights of the marquee le�ering and the black roof. The trim
of the roof is still the original green.
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expected  it  to  be  about  the  same  size. Wrong. My  first
reaction was that it was more the size of the SM-6 small
market. I grabbed a tape measured. Ignoring the doorstep,
the Li�letown market is 7 inches wide by 2⅞ inches deep.
Then I dug out the notes on the sizes of my buildings that
I did about 20 years ago. Sure enough, virtually identical
in size. I will not swear to the perfect accuracy of those
notes, but they are close enough for layout planning. The
record shows my small Plasticville supermarket to be
approximately 7 ½ inches by 2 ¾” deep.

Having said all that, I have taken my pictures and packed
my new treasures away until I can get back to Baraboo. In
the meantime, there is this cool plastic ferry that took me
on another trip down toy train memory lane. Just the right
size too. But that will be a tale for another day. After all, I
grew up in Sea�le. There has to be a plastic ferry story.

The 101 Supermarket sits inside a set of side and back walls
common to Plasticville’s larger commercial structures.

A comparison between the less detailed, smaller Li�le-
town lamp head on the left and the sharper Plasticville
head on the right.
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DISASSEMBLING SPRUCE TREES

JOHN L. NIEHAUS

How many times have you seen the half of a
spruce tree without the base broken into two
pieces? Probably more times than you wish. This

breakage is most likely
caused by someone trying to
take the tree apart. I know it
pains me to see them split in
two when there is a fairly
simple method to disassem-
ble these trees.

First a bit about the physiol-
ogy of the two pieces. The
half with the base and the
slot at the top has a small
protrusion on one side of the
tree about ⅛ inch long and
about ⅜ of an inch immediately below the bo�om of the
slot. I hope you can see the protrusion in Photo 1.

The slot in the half without
the base is not an interrupted
straight slot, from its bo�om
to its top. There is an approx-
imate ⅛ inch long by less
than a 1/32 of an inch widen-
ing of the slot, on both sides
of the slot about ⅜ inch
down from the top of the
slot. Photo 2 illustrates the
configuration  of  this  partʹs
slot.

The pieces lock together through this slot and tab arrange-
ment. A�empting to aggressively pull the two pieces
apart many times cause the spli�ing into two the piece
without  the  base  or  the  breaking  off  of  one  side  or  the
other of the top of the piece with the base, or both. Photo
3 is an illustration of such typical damage. With a li�le

care and patience this damage can
be prevented in the majority of
cases.

The  first  step  is  to  determine
which piece has the base and
which does not. Hold the assem-
bled tree by the base with the
"limbs" horizontal and vertical and
a�empt to move the horizontal set
of "limbs". See Photo 4. The piece
that moves is the one without the
base. That is the one you want for the next step.

Hold the assembled tree with the base away from you.
Position the "branches" on this piece ( the one without the
base) so that they form a horizontal plane as shown in
Photo 5.

Hereʹs the tricky part. Place your index fingers against the
tree base between the base and its "branches". Photo 6
shows how to hold the tree. Now, ever so slightly horizon-
tally pull the
branches of the
piece without the
base, the horizon-
tal branches,
apart while push-
ing the tree base
away from you,
using its tree
branches as a le-
ver. Once you
have started to move the two pieces apart then grip the
two pieces as shown in Photo 7 and pull the pieces apart.
It may take a bit of a tug but you should not break either
piece now.

Photo 1.

Photo 2.

Photo 3.

Photo 4.

Photo 5. Photo 6.

Photo 7.



12



13

LARGE CAPE COD BOXES

MATTHEW HARVAZINSKI

The early HP-8 box for the Cape Cod house was large and
contained a cardboard insert that separated the parts. This
box rarely has a color stamp on the front circle. Below is
an example of a “Blue Stamp”. Does anyone have other
versions of this with color stamps?

Let me know what color you have and send a photo if you
like to:

villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org

mailto:villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org
mailto:villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org
mailto:villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org
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This is a possible previously unreported Cape Cod
color variation. I would describe the normal green
trimmed/roofed Cape Cod, as a medium green

color. For this variation, the roof comes in the normal
medium green, color, but the doors and windows are very
dark green or blackish-green in color. Photo 1 shows the
mixed color Cape Cod. Photos 2 and 3 show the blackish-
green on top and normal medium green on bo�om.

This usual variation was acquired a couple of years ago in
a collection of some boxed Canadian Plasticville. This
Cape Cod unfortunately did not come with a box, so can't
say one way or another, but wondering if it might be
Canadian Production.

If any other members have this color variation, would be
interesting in hearing from you.

INTERESTING CAPE COD VARIATION

CHARLES SWANSON

Photo 2

Photo 3Photo 1
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BACK IN THE BOX / A CONTINUING SERIES ON REPACKING PLASTICVILLE
1600 Church

JOHN L. NIEHAUS

Place the box in front of you with it open and the top
folded away from you. Put the faces of the roof
sections together and place them in the box, sliding

them away from you, photo 1.

Place the cupola roof into the box with its base to the front
of the box, photo 2. The cupola came with the cross a�ached
although many were not glued well and have fallen out over the
years.

Place the front wall in the box with its face up, photo 3.

Place the back wall into the box with its face down and so
that it is not resting on either of the front wall steps, see
photo 4.

Place the two belfry pieces with the V notch in them so
that the notches nest with the top of the end walls, see
photo 5.

Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3

Photo 4

Hunting for strange and
unusual Plasticville.

Contact:

Ma� Harvazinski
ma�harvazinski@gmail.com

518-421-1130

mailto:villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org
mailto:villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org
mailto:villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org
mailto:villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org
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Place the remaining belfry pieces on top of those already
in the box, photo 6.

Place the side walls back to back and place them in the
box, photo 7.

The photos with this article are my step by step process to
get it "back in the box" and most likely not the only method.

Photo 5

Photo 6

Photo 7



19



20

THE PCA CORNER STORE

ITEMS FOR SALE BY THE PCA

Send a description of item you wish to purchase and a check or money order, payable to Plasticville Collectors
Association for the total amount to Plasticville Collectors Association, 601 SE Second Street, Ankeny, IA 50021-3207.

Personalized address labels

A sheet of 30, personalized, high-quality color labels are available from the PCA. The labels will include the PCA
logo in color and up to four lines of address. Each label is a generous 1 x 2 5/8 inches. The price is $1.00 per sheet
plus $1.50 P&H for up to three sheets. Please add 20 cents per additional sheet over three.

PCA T-shirt

Navy blue 100% co�on, short sleeve shirt T-shirt with the PCA logo printed on the front in white. The prices are $18
for small through X-Large, $19 for XX-Large and $20 for XXX-Large, shipping included, for each shirt. Please order
the next larger size if you are concerned with fit. *** Only szie M is currently in stock ***

PCA ballpoint pen

PCA silver barrel with blue soft grip, black ink ballpoint pen with silver accents. The pen is imprinted Plasticville
Collectors Assn, www.plasticvilleusa.org in two lines in blue le�ering. $4.00, postpaid.

** SOLD OUT ** Coffee Mug with PCA logo ** SOLD OUT **

White ceramic 11 oz. ceramic mug. PCA blue or black logo. $9.95 or two for $15.95, postpaid. Please specify your
color choice when ordering. Only 24 pieces of black logo mugs were produced. 1 black remaining.

PCA Ball Caps

Dark Blue, Velcro-back ball cap with white PCA logo embroidered on the front. $13.00 postpaid. 10 remaining

Billboard Inserts

Printed on white cardstock. $5.00 postpaid or emailed as a PDF for free. Two versions available:

1. “Welcome to Plasticville” billboard inserts Six identical inserts, sized to fit Plasticville billboard frames depicting
a 50’s vintage auto passing a billboard on its way into town with the same greeting.

2. Seven  different  subjects  plus  one  “Welcome  To  Plasticville”  inserts  including  Friskies  dog  food, Motorola,
Mercury and Lincoln autos, Sunoco and Gulf motor oil, and Eberhard Faber pink erasers. All are mid‑fifties
vintage.

Recently  I  received  a  question  about  which  issue  a  specific  article
appeared in. While I am happy to help, there is also a self-help option.
On the PCA website hover over the ‘Newsle�er’ tab then pick ‘ArticleDid You Know?

The Villager is looking for new contributors. Contact the edi-
tor to find out how to participate and share your knowledge.
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PRODUCT REVIEWS

JOHN L. NIEHAUS

Steam Railroads of Northern Iowa and Southern
Minnesota, Jim Angel & Ashley Mantooth, 128
pages, softcover, 6 ½ × 9 format, $21.99. Published

by Arcadia Publishing in their Images of Rail series. As
with all books in this series this is a book of heavily
captioned photos. It has been some time since I reviewed
a book related to the Midwest and this one hit fairly close
to home as I live in Central Iowa.

There is the usual acknowledgements and introduction
section at the beginning of the book. The introduction is
two and a half pages in length. It conveys a good idea as
to what a person wanting to operate a locomotive, steam
or diesel, had to go through to a�ain that position back in
1953 as well as an understanding of all the things the
engineer and fireman had to keep under control.

The  first  chapter  not  only  shows  steam  engines  but  the
various facilities - coaling towers and water tanks - that
were required for their operation. It also has photos of a
backhead, and the inside of a firebox. The second chapter
is almost entirely photos of various classes of locomotives.
It includes some of the Chicago & North Western stream-
lined steamers used for passenger service.

The third chapter carries the title Complications of the Mid-
west Landscape. It is loaded with photos of locomotives and
other equipment stranded in snowdrifts. Two photos
show a passenger train stuck in a snowdrift with the snow
as high as the windows on the diesel engine and a crew
hand shoveling a path through the snow. There are also
photos of various maintenance equipment including a
steam wrecking crane as well as some train wreck photos.
What would a book be without wreck photos?

Have you ever heard of a pontoon bridge for trains? If you
have, were you aware that one across the Mississippi river
had a swing section to allow river traffic to pass? That is

just one of the many
facts one will learn
from chapter four.
There are photos of
the high bridge in
Fort Dodge. Numer-
ous photos of stations
and other facilities
along with train
maintenance people
performing various
tasks  fills  out  this
chapter.

The last chapter ad-
dresses the coming of
diesel engines. It be-
gins with photos of
some preserved steam engines and then continues with
photos of various diesel engines and shops. The entire
crew or other dignitaries are pictured with some of the
diesel engines.

This was a very interesting book. I especially liked the
winter snow pictures in chapter three. I hope you will
enjoy it as much as I.

Steam Railroads of Northern Iowa and Southern Minne-
sota is available from the Arcadia Publishing at
h�p://www.arcadiapublishing.com. Their website also
notes that most books are available in various E-book
formats. I also found the book Amazon and Barnes &
Noble's websites.

Afterword: There are nearly 250 editions in Arcadia's
Images of Rail series. Let me know if one interests you and
I will do my best to write a review for you.

TWO FREE GIFTS!
Submit a plastic village related article for publication
in a future newsle�er and receive two free gifts!

Email your submission to: villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org

http://www.arcadiapublishing.com
http://www.arcadiapublishing.com
http://www.arcadiapublishing.com
http://www.arcadiapublishing.com
mailto:villagereditor@plasticvilleusa.org
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When Trains Ruled the Rockies, My Life at the
Banff Railway Station, Terry Gainer, 252 pag-
es, softcover, 5 × 7 format, $22 (Canadian).

Published by Rocky Mountain Books. Over 60 color and
black & white pages on glossy paper.

I picked this book up based partly on an illustration of a
vista dome observation car resting at a railroad station
with autos from the late 40's and early 50's.

The book begins with the usual Foreword, Preface, Ac-
knowledgments, and Introduction. The story starts with
the author's father being transferred by the Canadian
Pacific Railway to the Banff Railway Station as the station
agent. The living quarters for his family were the upper
level of the station. Who of us as a six year old would not
have loved his living arrangement? This was the family's
first quarters until the family grew.

The first chapter is a brief history of the Canadian Pacific
Railway. The author describes various special trains in-
cluding one that carried the King and Queen of England
in the second chapter.

As the author grew in age he was employed by the CPRR.
Mostly as a baggage and mail handler. That did not mean
that he did not have time for antics in which many a
youngster and adolescent would participate. He relates an
instance where a film studio came to town and how some

of his preconceived ideas
as to how movies were
made were a bit dashed.
The author details how
he and a friend had a fa-
vorite  fishing  hole.  The
third chapter describes
he and his buddies esca-
pades with the ice house,
water tower, and Whis-
key Creek his aforemen-
tioned  favorite  fishing
hole.

This book is a delightful
reflection of what  it was
like to grow up in a railroad town and in a railroad family.
I felt as if I was there with him when he related some of his
escapades. It is a very easy read and I feel that you will
enjoy it also.

When Trains Ruled the Rockies is available from Rocky
Mountain Books at h�ps://rmbooks.com. It is available on
Amazon in both softcover and Kindle formats. Barnes &
Noble lists it only as a Nook book.

https://rmbooks.com
https://rmbooks.com
https://rmbooks.com
https://rmbooks.com
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